
Choose either an earthquake or a volcanic eruption. Assess the extent to which 
primary effects are more significant than secondary effects.  
 
A 7.9 earthquake hit Nepal in April 2015 and caused damage spreading hundreds of 
kilometres away from the epicentre near Kathmandu.  The very shallow (15km) quake 
caused significant primary effects which caused the greatest amount of damage and 
death than the following secondary effects. 
 
As buildings collapsed, often as the Nepalese had few/ little earthquake building 
controls, they trapped and killed and injured many people. Estimates suggest up to 
9,000 people died and 20,000 were injured.  The greatest proportion of deaths 
occurred during the collapse of houses, hospitals and workplaces. Most deaths were 
therefore attributable to primary effects of the earthquake. 
 
However, the collapse of people’s homes left 3 million people homeless. As many roads 
and routes had been destroyed in the earthquake it meant that up to 315,000 people in 
remote areas did not have access to shelter and food or clean water for an extended 
period after the earthquake. Therefore, although they survived the initial primary 
effects of the earthquake the resulting  in lack of food, water and shelter made them 
vulnerable to diseases and exposure. There were further deaths as a result of these 
secondary effects, although this number was lower than the deaths from the primary 
effects. 
 
In addition, the earthquake struck just before the start of the monsoon season which is 
when rice would be planted. As  two thirds of the Nepalese population are farmers 
many rice stores were lost under rubble and could not be planted at the correct time. 
This delay and reduction in planting created significant secondary effects as many 
farmers experienced food shortages and loss of income the following year. This pushed 
many families closer into poverty and contributed to increased death rates in the 
farming communities in the years following the earthquake. 
 
Therefore, the primary effects of the Nepalese earthquake caused the greatest number 
of deaths and injuries and therefore appeared more severe, whereas the secondary 
effects of the disaster were less immediate. However these effects continued to be felt 
and experienced longer term creating considerable economic problems and 
exacerbating the poverty of the very low income country of Nepal. 
 
Read through this answer 
 

1) In the first paragraph, identify the sentence which shows an ‘evaluative’ 
comment 

2) In the second paragraph, identify the P.E.E.L- highlight these 
3) In the second paragraph, identify the phrase which suggests that the primary 

effects were worse than secondary effects 
4) Within the third paragraph, highlight the ‘evaluative’ comments 
5) In the fourth paragraph, identify the P.E.E.L- highlight these 
6) Look at the fourth paragraph, highlight the ‘evaluative’ comments 
7) Conclusion: Identify and highlight the comparative vocabulary  
8) Conclusion: Identify the ‘evaluative’ comments 
9) In what way does this conclusion do more than just repeat the opening or 

previous paragraphs?  



 
 
 


