
Jaws by Peter Benchley (1974) 

In this extract, a woman goes for a swim in the sea with deadly consequences.  
 
The great fish moved silently through the night water, propelled by short sweeps of its crescent tail. The mouth was 
open just enough to permit a rush of water over the gills. There was little other motion: an occasional correction of the 
apparently aimless course by the slight raising or lowering of a pectoral fin. The eyes were sightless in the black, and the 
other senses transmitted nothing extraordinary to the primitive brain. 
 
The land seemed almost as dark as the water; for there was no moon. From a house behind the dunes on the beach, 
lights cast yellow glimmers on the sand. The front door of the house opened, and a man and a woman stepped out onto 
the porch. They stood for a moment staring at the sea, embraced quickly, and scampered down the few steps onto the 
sand. The man was drunk, and he stumbled onto the bottom step. The woman laughed and took his hand, and together 
they ran onto the beach. 
 
“How about a swim?” she said. “It’ll clear your head.” 
 
“You go ahead,” he replied. “I’ll wait for you here.” 
 
The woman walked to where the gentle surf washed over her ankles. She called back, “You’re sure you don’t want to 
come?” But there was no answer from the sleeping man. 
 
She backed up a few steps, then ran at the water. At first her strides were long and graceful, but then a small wave 
crashed at her knees. She faltered, regained her footing, and flung herself over the next waist-high wave. She continued 
walking until the water covered her shoulders. There she began to swim – with the jerky, head-above-water stroke of 
the untutored. 
 
A hundred yards offshore, the fish sensed a change in the sea’s rhythm. It did not see the woman, nor yet did it smell 
her. Running within the length of its body were a series of thin canals, filled with mucus and dotted with nerve endings, 
and these nerves detected vibrations and signalled the brain. The fish turned towards the shore. 
 
The woman continued to swim away from the beach, stopping now and then to check her position by the lights shining 
in the house. She was tiring, so she rested for a moment, treading water, then started for shore.  
 
The vibrations were stronger now, and the fish recognised prey. The sweep of its tail quickened, thrusting the giant 
body forward with a speed that agitated the tiny phosphorescent animals in the water and caused them to glow. 
 
The fish closed on the woman and hurtled past, a dozen feet to the side and six feet below the surface. The woman felt 
only a wave of pressure that seemed to lift her up in the water and ease her down again. She stopped swimming and 
held her breath. Feeling nothing further, she resumed her lurching stroke. 
 
The fish smelled her now, and the vibrations signalled distress. The fish began to circle close to the surface. Its dorsal fin 
broke the water, and its tail, thrashing back and forth, cut the glassy surface with a hiss. 
 
For the first time, the woman felt fear, though she did not know why. She guessed that she was fifty yards from shore. 
She could see the line of white foam where the waves broke on the beach. 
 
The fish was about forty feet away from the woman, off to the side, when it turned suddenly to the left, dropped 
entirely below the surface, and with two quick thrusts of its tail, was upon her.  



 

20 Answer Challenge 
Student Sheet 

No. Question Answer 

1 What word describes the size of the fish?  
2 What shape was the fish’s tail?  
3 Which part of the fish’s body did the water rush over?  
4 What type of fin did the fish raise or lower in order to change its 

course?  
5 What word describes the fish’s brain?  
6 Why did the land seem almost as dark as the water?  
7 Which two people came out of the front door of the house?  
8 Why did the man stumble on the bottom step?  
9 What question does the woman ask the man?  
10 What does the man do while the woman goes into the water?  
11 Complete the sentence: “She continued walking until…”  
12 How many yards off-shore was the fish when it first sensed the 

woman?  
13 What was running within the length of the fish’s body?   
14 What were these canals filled with?  
15 Why did the woman rest for a moment?  
16 What word describes the size of the phosphorescent animals in the 

water?  
17 How far below the surface did the fish pass the woman?  
18 What noise did the fish’s tail make as it broke the glassy surface of 

the water?  
19 What emotion did the woman feel but wasn’t sure why?   
20 How many quick thrusts of its tail did the fish make before it was 

upon the woman?  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

20 Answer Challenge 
Answer Sheet 

 

No. Question Answer 

1 What word describes the size of the fish? Great 
 

2 What shape was the fish’s tail? Crescent 
 

3 Which part of the fish’s body did the water rush over? Its gills 
 

4 What type of fin did the fish raise or lower in order to change 
its course? 

Pectoral 

5 What word describes the fish’s brain? Primitive 
 

6 Why did the land seem almost as dark as the water? Because there was no moon 
 

7 Which two people came out of the front door of the house? A man and a woman 
 

8 Why did the man stumble on the bottom step? Because he was drunk 
 

9 What question does the woman ask the man? 
 

“How about a swim?” 

10 What does the man do while the woman goes into the 
water? 

He falls asleep 

11 Complete the sentence: “She continued walking until…” “…the water covered her 
shoulders.” 

12 How many yards off-shore was the fish when it first sensed 
the woman? 

A hundred yards 

13 What was running within the length of the fish’s body?  
 

A series of thin canals 

14 What were these canals filled with? 
 

Mucus 

15 Why did the woman rest for a moment? 
 

Because she was tiring 

16 What word describes the size of the phosphorescent animals in 
the water? 

Tiny 

17 How far below the surface did the fish pass the woman? 
 

Six feet 

18 What noise did the fish’s tail make as it broke the glassy 
surface of the water? 

A hiss 

19 What emotion did the woman feel but wasn’t sure why?  Fear 
 

20 How many quick thrusts of its tail did the fish make before it 
was upon the woman? 

Two 

 



‘Man takes first steps on the Moon’ 
(BBC News, 21/07/1969) 

 
On 21 July 1969 the first moon landing took place. This newspaper article published on that day explains what 
happened.  
 
American Neil Armstrong has become the first man to walk on the Moon. 

The astronaut stepped onto the Moon's surface, in the Sea of Tranquillity, at 02:56 GMT, nearly 20 minutes 
after first opening the hatch on the Eagle landing craft. 

Armstrong had earlier reported the lunar module's safe landing with the words: "Houston, Tranquillity Base 
here. The Eagle has landed." 

As he put his left foot down first Armstrong declared: "That's one small step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind." 

He described the surface as being like powdered charcoal and the landing craft left a crater about a foot 
deep. 

The historic moments were captured on television cameras installed on the Eagle and turned on by 
Armstrong. 

Armstrong spent his first few minutes on the Moon taking photographs and soil samples in case the mission 
had to be aborted suddenly. 

He was joined by colleague Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin at 03:15 GMT and the two collected data and performed 
various exercises - including jumping across the landscape - before planting the Stars and Stripes flag at 03:41 
GMT. 

They also unveiled a plaque bearing President Nixon's signature and an inscription reading: "Here men from 
the planet Earth first set foot upon the Moon July 1969 AD. We came in peace for all mankind." 

After filming their experience with a portable television camera the astronauts received a message from the 
US President. 

President Nixon, in the White House, spoke of the pride of the American people and said: "This certainly has 
to be the most historic telephone call ever made." 

Many other nations - including the UK - sent messages of congratulation. 

Moscow Radio announced the news solemnly in its 10:30 GMT broadcast. 

As Aldrin and Armstrong collected samples, Michael Collins told mission control in Houston he had 
successfully orbited the Moon in the mother ship Columbia, and take-off was on schedule for 17:50 GMT this 
evening. 



 
 
 

20 Answer Challenge 
Student Sheet 

No. Question Answer 

1 What nationality was the first man to walk on the Moon?  
2 What was his name?  
3 What time did he step onto the Moon’s surface?  
4 How long was that after first opening the hatch on the Eagle landing 

craft?  
5 What did Armstrong say to report the landing craft’s safe landing on 

the Moon?  
6 Which foot did Armstrong put down first?  
7 What did Armstrong declare as he stepped onto the Moon for the 

first time?  
8 Armstrong compared the surface of the Moon to what?  
9 What depth of a crater did the landing craft leave?  
10 What did Armstrong spent his first few minutes on the Moon doing?  
11 Why did he spend the first few minutes doing this?  
12 Who joined Armstrong at 03:15 GMT?  
13 What did the two men plant on the Moon at 03:41 GMT?  
14 Whose signature was on the plaque they unveiled?  
15 Complete the sentence “"Here men from the planet Earth first set 

foot upon the Moon July 1969…   
16 What did the men use to film their experience?  
17 What did President Nixon’s message say?  
18 Who else sent messages of congratulation?  
19 Who announced the news in its 10:30 GMT broadcast?  
20 What did Michael Collins tell mission control in Houston?   

 
 
 
 



20 Answer Challenge 
Answer Sheet 

 

No. Question Answer 

1 What nationality was the first man to walk on the Moon? American 
 

2 What was his name? Neil Armstrong 
 

3 What time did he step onto the Moon’s surface? 
 

02:56 GMT 

4 How long was that after first opening the hatch on the Eagle 
landing craft? 

Nearly 20 minutes 

5 What did Armstrong say to report the landing craft’s safe 
landing on the Moon? 

"Houston, Tranquillity Base 
here. The Eagle has landed." 

6 Which foot did Armstrong put down first? His left foot 
 

7 What did Armstrong declare as he stepped onto the Moon 
for the first time? 

"That's one small step for man, 
one giant leap for mankind." 

8 Armstrong compared the surface of the Moon to what? 
 

Powdered charcoal 

9 What depth of a crater did the landing craft leave? 
 

About a foot deep 

10 What did Armstrong spent his first few minutes on the Moon 
doing? 

Taking photographs and soil 
samples 

11 Why did he spend the first few minutes doing this? In case the mission had to be 
aborted suddenly 

12 Who joined Armstrong at 03:15 GMT? Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin 
 

13 What did the two men plant on the Moon at 03:41 GMT? 
 

A Stars and Stripes flag 

14 Whose signature was on the plaque they unveiled? President Nixon's 
 

15 Complete the sentence “"Here men from the planet Earth 
first set foot upon the Moon July 1969…  

…AD. We came in peace for all 
mankind." 

16 What did the men use to film their experience? 
 

A portable television camera 

17 What did President Nixon’s message say? "This certainly has to be the 
most historic telephone call ever 
made." 

18 Who else sent messages of congratulation? Many other nations - including 
the UK 

19 Who announced the news in its 10:30 GMT broadcast? Moscow Radio 
 



20 What did Michael Collins tell mission control in Houston?  That he had successfully orbited 
the Moon in the mother ship 
Columbia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


