
Year 7 Knowledge Organiser Term 2 – Physical landscapes in the UK 
 

Key Words and meaning  

W1 Landscape The visible features of an area of land. 

W1 Uplands Land that is hilly or mountainous. 

W1 Foreground The part of a view that is at the front. 

W2 Land use What land is used for eg. farming or industry. 

W2 Geology The study of the rocks beneath our feet. 

W2 Lowlands Flat land not much higher than sea level. 

W3 Rock cycle When one type of rock changes into another type of rock. 

W3 Igneous A type of rock formed on Earth’s surface (during volcanic eruptions) or deep 

underground by the cooling of molten (hot, liquid) rock, eg granite. 

W3 Sedimentary A type of rock formed by the deposition of sediment eg Limestone. 

W4 Metamorphic A type of rock that has undergone change due to intense heat and/or pressure eg. 
Slate. 

W4 Weathering The breakdown of rocks at or close to Earth’s surface. 

W4 erosion Wearing away and removal of small pieces of rock by, for example, a river. 

W5 transportation The movement of rocks from an area of erosion to an area of deposition. 

W5 magma Molten rock formed deep underground. 

W5 limestone pavement A bare, rocky limestone surface with blocks of limestone separated by deep cracks. 

W6 freeze-thaw 

weathering 

Where water continually freezes in the cracks of rock, making them bigger, and 
eventually breaks the rock apart. 

W6 glacier A river of ice, usually occupying a valley. 

W6 ice sheet A large layer of ice several kilometres thick. 

Key questions  

W1 Name and describe the three landscape layers. 

W2 Describe the location of the Lake District. 

W3 Describe the geology of South East England.  

W4 Suggest two reasons why granite is often used as a building stone.  

W5 Give three ways that mountains are important. 

W6 Suggest why corries are popular visitor attractions 

Fieldwork activity 

 Investigate the effects of weathering on a building in your local area (old churches, schools etc) Look 

for surfaces that have become pitted or flakes. You might find them close to the ground where there is 

more moisture. Take a photo or draw a sketch of the building and add labels to describe the effects of 

weathering. 

 


