
Year 7 Knowledge Organiser Term 3 – Weather and climate in the UK 
 

Key Words and 

meaning

  

 

W1 atmosphere The layer of air around Earth 

W1 weather 
  

The day-to-day condition of the atmosphere eg temperature, wind, rainfall 

W1 climate The average weather conditions over a long period of time, usually 30 years 

W2 precipitation Water falling from the atmosphere to Earth’s surface (eg rain, snow) 

W2 air mass A large body of air that travels from one area to another 

W2 prevailing wind The most common wind direction 

W3 ocean current  A flow of warm or cold water in the ocean 

W3 reservoir  A large lake where water is stored 

W3 water cycle The cycle of water between the oceans, atmosphere and land 

W4 microclimate Weather and climate conditions in a small area such as a city or a forest 

W4 smog A combination of smoke (pollution) and fog 

W4 pollution Harmful substances entering the environment 

W5 choropleth map A map that uses different colours or shading to show the distribution of 
information 

W5 urban heat island Concentration of high temperatures recorded in a city 

W5 isotherm A line on a map joining points with the same temperature 

W6 isoline A line on a map joining points of equal value 

W6 isohyet A type of isoline joining points having the same amount of rainfall 

W6 dredge To clear the bottom of an area of water by scooping out mud, rocks and rubbish 

 

Key questions 

W1 Explain the difference between weather and climate 

W2 State as many different types of precipitation you can think of. 

W3 Explain how the North Atlantic Drift affects sae surface temperatures around the coast of the British Isles. 

W4 Draw and label the water cycle.  

W5 Describe the causes of urban microclimates. 

W6 Describe the effects of drought. 

Local Fieldwork 

Measure and record the weather for a week. 
a) Take a photo on each day to record an image of the day’s weather 

b) Write your results in a copy of the table. Illustrate it with your photos 

c) Write a summary of the week’s weather and how it affected you. For example, think about the 

clothing you wore and activities you could or could not do. 
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