
  

Year 7 Knowledge Organiser Term 5 - Africa 
 

Key Words and meaning  

W1 Economy The wealth of a country 

W1 Disposable Income The amount of money left to spend on what you want, once bills have been paid 

W1 Trade Buying and selling goods 

W2 Colonies Areas controlled by another country 

W2 Subsistence farmers Farmers that grow enough food to feed themselves and their families leaving little to 
sell 

W2 Informal work Jobs that pay cash-in-hand. Workers don’t pay tax but also don’t receive benefits such 
as sick pay 

W3 Sparsely populated Few people live there 

W3 Terrain The physical characteristics of land, such as rocky or mountainous 

W3 Desertification Where the land is being turned into desert 

W4 Hydroelectric power Electricity made by water flowing through turbines in a dam 

W4 Political To do with governments and the decisions they made 

W4 Traditional societies Groups of people who have lived in a place for a very long time, passing down 
knowledge and customs through many generations 

W5 Nomads People who move from place to place 

W5 Semi-nomads Nomadic people who move from place to place, but may stay in one area for a while 
to grow crops 

W5 Overgrazing When animals eat too many plants so the vegetation cannot recover properly 

W6 Telecommunications Communication using technology, such as radio, TV and phone 

W6 Secondary data Information that someone else has collected, eg in a book or website 

W6 Corrupt Not honest 

Key Facts 

W1 Africa is all too often referred to as if it is a country and people forget or do not realise that there is great 
diversity within this continent. 

W1 Diversity starts with the physical environment and the spread of people but there are also huge differences in 
culture, language, religion and lifestyle. 

W2 There is great wealth in many parts of Africa, but it is shared unevenly between the countries and between 
the people within countries. 

W2 The majority of people still live in rural areas, the percentage of people in towns and cities is growing fast and 
many of the people are strongly influenced by western lifestyles in the urban areas. 

W3 A poor country like Kenya, is rich in scenery and wildlife and has become popular with tourists. 

W3 The population varies in Africa and includes ethnic groups such as Maasai, Kikuyu, Zulu and Akan etc. 

W4 Very little rain, frequent droughts and dry river beds cause poor water supply to some parts of Africa. 

W4 Rural areas in Africa are often used for arable farming or stock farming. 

W5 Urban areas are made up of large cities with modern buildings, including services and better living standards 

W5 Birth rates are high in most countries with low living standards for the majority of people. 

W6 In the past Europeans migrated to Africa during the period called, ‘colonisation’. 

W6 Valuable resources like diamonds and gold were taken from Africa to Europe during ‘colonisation’. 

W7 There are numerous attractive landscapes such as deserts, forests, mountains, waterfalls, coasts, rivers and 
other landforms to admire in Africa  

What are the positive and negative aspects about Africa? 

W1 Valuable resources such as copper, gold, diamonds, iron, fruit, vegetables, coffee, cocoa etc. 

W2 Tourist destinations such as Kenya, Morocco, Egypt, South Africa offers opportunities to create more wealth 

W3 War, natural disasters, poverty, crime, corruption and epidemics causes instability in some regions of Africa. 

W4 Multinational companies such as ‘Nike’, ‘IBM’, ‘General Electric’, ‘Barclays’ make investments in the economy  

W5 As people migrate from rural to urban areas, they sometimes build their own houses in shanty settlements. 

W6 In developing countries people are concerned that development and progress is harming the environment. 

 


