
Year 8 Knowledge Organiser Term 2 – Challenges and opportunities in the UK 

Vocabulary  
W1 Poverty When someone cannot 

afford basic needs, such as 
food, housing, water and 
healthcare 

W3 Fossil fuels Non-renewable energy sources, e.g. 
coal, oil and natural gas 

W1 Infographic 
 

A visual representation of 
facts and figures 

W4 Consumption Using up a resource 

W 1 Irrigation Using channels or sprinklers 
to water crops 

W4 Energy 
conservation  

Taking steps to reduce the amount 
of energy used 

W1 Water stress When too much water is 
needed and not enough is 
available 

W4 Non-
renewable 

Sources that cannot be replaced 
once they are used 

W2 Aquifer An underground layer of 
rock that holds water 

W5 Energy 
security 

The availability of natural resources 
that allow a country to produce 
enough affordable energy to meet 
all its needs 

W2 Landfill  The dumping of waste in 
massive piles or large holes 
before burying it with soil 

W5 Renewable Sources that can be replaced when 
they are used 

W2 Carbon dioxide A colourless gas that forms 
when fossil fuels are burnt 

W5 Turbine A machine in which a wheel is 
turned in order to produce power 

W2 Nitrogen dioxide A reddish-brown gas 
common in air pollution 

W6 GIS 
(geographic 
information 
systems) 

Information arranged as “layers” 
and used to describe a place or an 
area in varying amounts of detail 

W3 Asthma  An illness that makes it hard 
to breathe 

W6 Data Information collected to analyse 

W3 Traffic 
congestion 

When there are too many 
vehicles on the road 

W6 Base map The original map that layers 
information are added onto 

Key Questions: 
1. What is the poverty cycle? 

2. Why are food banks needed in the UK? 

3. Where does our water come from? 

4. Why do we send our recycling to other countries such as Turkey? 

5. What are the cause and impacts of air pollution? 

6. What is the difference between renewable and non-renewable resources? 

7. How is GIS used? 
 


