
Year 8 Knowledge Organiser Term 4 – World cities and map skills 

Vocabulary   
W1 Temperate Mild temperatures, where the 

weather is not too hot or too 
cold 

W3 Contour line A line on a map joining points of 
equal height above or below sea 
level 

W1 Urbanisation When an increasing percentage 
of a country’s population moves 
to towns and cities 

W3 Cross-section A vertical cut of the landscape 
showing the changes in level 

W1 Rural 
migrants 

People who are originally from 
rural areas but move  to urban 
areas 

W4 Direction Shown on a map by a compass 

W1 Push factors Factors that push people to 
leave where they live 

W4 Distribution How things are spread out, placed or 
arranged on a map 

W1 Pull factors Factors that attract people to an 
area 

W4 Elevation The height of a point on the surface 
of the Earth above sea level 

W2 Megacity A city with a population of over 
10 million people 

W4 Equator The line of latitude, which is half 
way between the north and south 
poles 

W2 Subsidence The sinking of land W4 Key A set of symbols and their meanings 
to enable you to read a map 

W2 Squatter 
settlement 

An area of poor-quality housing 
with no or limited services such 
as water supply, sewerage and 
electricity 

W5 Grid Patterns of vertical and horizontal 
lines on a map 

W2 Informal 
sector 

Unofficial jobs where no records 
are kept and people do not pay 
tax to the government, e.g. 
street sellers 

W5 Longitude How far East or West a place is from 
the Equator 

W2 Sustainable Actions that meet the needs of 
the present without reducing 
the ability of future generations 
to meet their needs 

W5 Latitude How far North or South a place is 
from the Equator 

W3 Proportional If two things are proportional, 
they change at the same rate, 
e.g. the larger a city population 
symbol is on a map, the bigger 
the population 

W5 Scale The ratio between the distance 
measured on a map and the actual 
distance in real life 

W3 Atlas A book of maps W5 Relief The physical shape of the land 

W3 Cartography The drawing and study of maps 
and charts 

W5 Route The path of a journey 

Key questions: 
1. How urbanised is the world? 

2. Why are cities located where they are? 

3. Why do people move from rural to urban areas in some countries, more than others? 

4. Where are megacities located, and why have they grown? 

5. What are squatter settlements, and what problems do they cause? 

6. How can cities remain sustainable in the future? 

 


