
Year 8 Knowledge Organiser Term 5 – India and China 

Vocabulary   
W1 Continent One of the seven large land masses 

on the earth’s surface.  
W4 Relief The highest and lowest elevation 

points in an area.   

W1 
Distribution 

The way something is spread out or 
arranged over a geographical area.  

W4 Climate The average weather conditions in an 
area over a 30 to 35 year period. 

W1 New Delhi Capital of India W4 Typhoons Tropical storms 

W1 Ganges One of India’s largest rivers. W4 The Yangtze China’s largest river. 

W2 Monsoon A seasonal prevailing wind in the 
region of South and SE Asia 

W5 Equator An imaginary line drawn around the 
centre of the earth equal distance 
between the north and south poles.  

W2 
Population 
density 

A measure of how crowded a place 
is.  

W5 Northern 
Hemisphere  

The half of the earth that is north of 
the equator.  

W2 
Population 
pyramid 

A type of graph that shows the 
population structure of a country.  

W5 Southern 
Hemisphere 

The half of the earth that is south of 
the equator. 

W2 Caste 
System 

A class structure that is determined 
by birth. 

W5 Sichuan 
Province 

A province in southern China.  

W3 Quality of 
Life 

A measure of people’s wellbeing – 
how happy and content they are 
with their lifestyles and physical 
surroundings.   

W6 Subsistence 
farming 

Growing enough food for your own 
needs with nothing left to sell.  

W3 
Choropleth 
Map 

A map that uses coloured shading 
or patterns to show proportional 
statistical information. 

W6 Hutongs Lanes or alley ways in China with 
courtyard style houses.   

W3 Climate 
Graph 

A graph showing average rainfall 
and temperature in a given area. 

W6 Gross 
National Product 
(GNP) 

The total amount of money earnt by 
a country divided by its total 
population.  

W3 Beijing The capital city of China. W6 Sustainable 
Development 

A way of improving people’s quality 
of life without wasting resources or 
harming the environment.   

Key Questions this term: 
1. What is India really like? 

2. What is the weather like in India? 

3. Where do people live in India? 

4. What are China’s geographical characteristics? 

5. How interdependent is China? 

6. Why is the Panda endangered? 

Some Jobs you could do with this knowledge 

Diplomat 

Tour guide 

Translator 

Teacher 

Travel industry 

Conservationist 

Engineer 
 


