
 

 

Year 8 Knowledge Organiser Term 6 - Coasts 

 

Vocabulary    

W1 Coast Where the land meets the 
sea 

W4 Longshore Drift The movement of material 
along a coast by waves. 

W1 Erosion The process of wearing 
away the coast the sea or 
the wind.  

W4 Tombolo A deposition landform in 
which an island is attached 
to the mainland by a 
narrow piece of land such 
as a spit or bar. 

W1 Bay A part of the coast where 
the land curves inwards. 

W5 Groynes A rigid structure built out 
from the shore to trap 
sediment. 

W2 Constructive waves  Waves that deposit 
material to for beaches 
 

W5 Seawall A manmade structure built 
to protect the coast from 
erosion. 

W2 Destructive waves  Waves that destroy the 
beach by taking way the 
material 
 

W5 Rock Armour Large rocks placed in 
groups along the coast to 
protect it from erosion. 

W2 Tide The inward and outward 
movement of the sea.  

W6 Cliff A steep rock face at the 
edge of the sea. 

W3 Swash   The movement of water 
and sediment up the 
beach. 
 

W6 Headland A narrow piece of land 
that projects from the 
coastline into the sea. 

W3 Deposition Eroded material that is 
later laid down to form a 
beach or sandbank. 

W6 Cave A natural underground 
chamber in a cliff. 

W3 Backwash The movement of water 
and material back down 
the beach. 

W6 Beach An area of sand or pebbles 
along the shore. 

W4 Stack A column of rock standing 
in the sea, after erosion of 
the cliffs. 

W6 Spit A finger of sand that 
stretches out into the sea, 
which is a result of 
deposition.  

W4 Arch An opening through a 
headland, formed by wave 
erosion. 

  

Key Questions: 
1. Find evidence of coastal erosion in Kent using maps, atlases or  https://www.google.co.uk/maps                           

2. Draw a diagram to explain how stacks are formed. 

3. Draw an annotated diagram to explain longshore drift. 

4. Investigate 3 different ways to protect the coast line. 

5. Investigate coastal attractions in Margate/Broadstairs or Ramsgate.  

6. Why are beaches important? 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps

