
 

 

Geography Homework Year 9 Term 1:  Rivers 
 

Key Words and meaning  

W1   Atmosphere The air around the earth 

W1   Condensation The process by which water vapour changes to liquid water when cooled 

W1   Evaporation The process by which liquid water changes to water vapour when warmed 

W2   Groundwater Fresh water stored in rocks and the soil 

W2 Transpiration The process by which water from plants changes into water vapour  

W2 Precipitation Water in any form that falls to the earth e.g. rain, hail, snow, sleet 

W3  River basin An area of land drained by a river and its tributaries 

W3  Embankment A raised river bank to prevent flooding 

W3 River channel Where a river flows 

W4  River source Where a river begins 

W4   Water shed The boundary between two river basins 

W4  River mouth The end of a river  where it enters the sea or lake 

W5  Floods The flow of water over an area that is usually dry 

W5  Hazards A natural danger to people and their property. E.g. gales, earthquakes, drought, floods 

W5  Drought A long spell of dry weather 

W6  Population The people who live in an area 

W6 Environment Agency An organisation that looks after rivers in England and Wales.  

W6 Tributaries A small river that flows into a larger river. 

W7 Levees Raised banks along the course of a river in its lower course. They form naturally but can be 
artificially increased in height.  

W7 Floodplain The flat area next to the river channel, especially in the lower part of the course. This is a natural 
area for the river to spill onto with the river reaches the top of the banks.  

W7 gorge A narrow, steep sided valley.  

  

Key Questions 

W1 What is the water cycle? 

W1 What are the features of a river basin? 

W2 What landforms develop as a result of rivers? 

W3 What causes rivers to flood? 

W3 What are the main effects of floods in the UK?  

W4 What measures are used to cope with floods in the UK? 

W5 What caused the Somerset Level floods in 2014? 

W5 What were the effects of the floods in Bangladesh in 2007? 

 

 

 


