
Geography Knowledge Organiser – Year 11 Term 2 

Vocabulary and facts   
W1 
Biodiversity 

The variety of live in the world or a 
particular habitat.  

W3 
Leaching 

The dissolving and removal of nutrients 
from the soil, often in tropical rainforests 
because of heavy rainfall.  

W1 
Commercial 
farming 

Farming to sell produce for a profit 
or retailers or food processing 
companies.  

W4 
Sustainable 
management 

A form of management that ensures that 
developments are long lasting and non-
harmful to the environment.  

W1 
Deforestation 

The chopping down and removal of 
trees to clear an area of forest. 

W4 
Selective logging 

The cutting down of selected trees, leaving 
most of the trees intact.  

W1  
Abiotic 

Relating to non-living things.  W4 
Clear felling 

Absolute clearance of all trees from an area.  

W2 Global 
Warming 

An increase in world temperatures 
as a result of the increase in 
greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide, 
methane, CFCs and nitrous oxide) 
in the atmosphere brought about 
by the burning of fossil fuels, for 
example.  

W5  
Ecotourism 

Tourism that focuses on protecting the 
environment and the local way of life. Also 
known as green tourism.  

W2  
Climate 
change 

The long-term changes in the 
climate, such as cooling leading to 
an Ice Age or the current trend of 
global warming.   

W5 
Carbon Sink 

Forests are carbon sinks because trees 
absorb carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere. They help to address the 
problem of global carbon emissions.  

W2 
Greenhouse 
effect 

The blanketing effect of the 
atmosphere in retaining heat given 
off from the earth’s surface.  

W5 Non-
government 
organisations 
NGO 

An organisation that collects money and 
distributes it to needy causes, e.g. Oxfam, 
Action Aid and Water Aid. 

W2  
Kyoto 
Protocol 

An international agreement to try 
to reduce carbon emission from 
industrialised countries.  

W6 
Hot deserts 

Receives less than 250mm of rain per year. 
Resulting dryness or aridity is the main 
factor controlling life in the desert.  

W3  
Nutrient 
cycling 

The recycling of nutrients between 
living organisms and the 
environment.  

W6  
Salinisation 

The deposition of solid salts on the ground 
surface following the evaporation of water. 
Also an increase in concentration of salts in 
the soil, reducing fertility.  

W3 
Decomposer 

Organisms such as bacteria that 
break down plant and animal 
material.  

W 6 
Desertification 

The process by which land becomes drier 
and degraded, as a result of climate change 
or human activities, or both.  

Exam questions 
W1 Suggest why the effect of a tectonic hazard vary between contrasting levels of wealth. (6 marks) 

W2 Outline one strategy that aims to reduce the rate of climate change (mitigation). (4 marks) 

W3 Using a named example, evaluate the immediate and long-term responses to tropical storms. (9 +3 SPAG) 

W4 To what extent are hot deserts at risk from human activity? (9 marks) 

W5 Explain the formation of a spit. (4 marks) 

W6 Assess the importance of management strategies used to reduce the risk of environmental damage in a hot desert. 
(9 marks) 

 


