
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Language: Paper 1 

  

Paper 1: Explorations in creative 

reading and writing  

(1 hour, 45 minutes)   

 1 source ONLY 

Q1) List 4 things  

(4 marks) 

Q2) Language analysis on an extract from the source  

(8 marks) 

Q3) Structural analysis of the WHOLE source  

(8 marks) 

Q4) Statement analysis. Agree / disagree in relation to 

the text  

(20 marks) 

Q5) Creative piece – Narrative OR Descriptive 

 (40 marks – split into 24 for organisation and 

content, and 16 for SPG) 

Maximum mark for this paper is 80 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 2: How does the writer 

use language to _____?  

You could include writer’s choice of:  

 words and phrases  

 language features and 

techniques  

 sentence forms 

10 Minutes:8 marks: 3 Paragraphs  

1. Read the questions and re-read 

the selected passage  

 

2. Highlight three effective 

quotations  

 

3. Annotate methods and pick out 

effective word choices 

 

4. Write up response  

Subject terminology for language: 

 Pronoun, noun, adjective, verb, adverb, preposition, connectives 

 Simile, metaphor, personification  

 Alliteration, onomatopoeia, sibilance, assonance 

 Pathetic fallacy, irony, protagonist, characterisation,  

 Imagery, sensory language, symbolism , emotive language 

 Juxtaposition, oxymoron, paradox, perspective,  

 Interrogative, declarative, imperative, exclamative 

 

 

Point: The writer uses [insert subject terminology] to... 

 
Evidence: This is evident in the line ‘_______’ which shows/ 

suggests/conveys/portrays/mirrors/demonstrates/illustrates... 

Analyse the effect of writer’s choices of language: 

IMAGE:  

This evokes an image of... 

This appeals to the sense because... 

The image of...is juxtaposed with an image of... 

PATTERNS: 

The words ‘___’ and ‘___’ 

The words ‘___’ and ‘____’ create a lexical field of... 

The use of sibilance/ assonance/ alliteration echoes the sounds of... 

MOOD and EMOTIONS: 

This conjures a mood of... 

This evokes feelings of... 

This reveals the writers emotion of... 

ASSOCIATION: 

The word ‘___’ connotes...which is effective because... 

The word ‘___’ reflects the theme of... because... 

The word ‘___’ is associated with... which is effective because.... 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Question 3: How has the writer 

structured the text to interest you as a 

reader?  

You could write about:  

 what the writer focuses your attention 

on at the beginning of the source  

 how and why the writer changes this 

focus as the source develops  

 any other structural features that 

interest you.  

10 Minutes: 8 marks: 3 paragraphs  

1. Read  the whole extract identify what 

happens in each paragraph 

2. Highlight and annotate the beginning, a  

pivotal point and the end  

3. Write up response  

Subject terminology for structure: repetition / setting / 

perspective / panoramic/ zooms in/ close focus/ flash back/ flash 

forward/ contradicts/ exposition/ rising action/ climax/ falling 

action/ resolution/ dilemma/ conflict / foreshadowing/ foreboding 

/ protagonist/ narrator/ antagonist/ first person / third person / 

omniscient narrator/ mood/ tone/ theme / irony/ suspense / 

tension/ ellipsis/ pathetic fallacy/ juxtaposition/ tense .... 

 

 

Point: 

P1) The writer begins the extract by focusing your attention on...  

P2) The writer changes the focus... 

P3) The writer ends the extract by... 

 The use of [insert subject terminology] creates... 

Evidence: This is evident in the line ‘_______’ which ... 

Analyse the effect of structural features in terms of interesting 

you as a reader:  

...reveals that... 

...is a catalyst for... 

...develops the sense of .... 

...links to... 

...foreshadows the later moment when... 

...builds towards,,, 

...establishes that...which is... 

...structurally significant later on because... 

...focuses our attention on... 

...raises questions like...which are later echoed when... 

...reminds the reader of... 

...adds to the sense of... 

...is arranged chronologically to ... 

...increases a sense of anticipation because... 

...narrows to ... in order to... links to/adds to/develops the idea that... 

 

 

Signpost your answer! 



 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Question 4: A student/teacher 

/reader has said: 

‘__________________’ 

To what extent do you agree?  

In your response, you could: 

 Consider your own impressions  

 Evaluate how the write creates 

these impressions  

 Support your response with 

references to the text 

20 Minutes:20 marks: 4 paragraphs   

1. Read the opinion statement 

carefully and annotate its meaning 

2. Re-read the selected part of the 

extract 

3. Highlight 4 quotations which 

support the statement  

4. Annotate methods used  

5. Write up your response 

Point: I agree that the writer... because...  

(you need to explain WHY you agree) 

Evidence: This interpretation is supported in the line ‘_______’ which 

shows/ suggests/ implies/conveys/portrays/mirrors/demonstrates... 

 The writer creates this impression through the use of [insert subject 

terminology] which .... 

 
Analyse the effect of writer’s methods on the reader evaluating how 

this supports the focus statement: 

EVALUATE THE EFFECT  

...is effective because…  

...the writer may have wanted to create in order to… 

...links to impression.. 

...adds to the sense of... 

...develops the idea of... 

...reinforces impressions of... 

...could make the reader feel... 

...has the impact of encouraging the reader to consider…  

LINK TO FOCUS STATEMENT 

...presents the viewpoint of…  

...the writer has chosen to suggest …  

...conveys the idea that…  

*BUILD A DEBATE TO DEVELOP YOUR CRITICAL RESPONSE 

established when/ developed when/ contrasts with/ It could be 

argued/ However, it could also be perceived/ Alternatively, readers 

 

 Subject Terminology:  

This time you are identifying any methods the writer has used to create 

the impressions identified in the statement. Basically, how does the 

writer craft the text to create the ideas presented in the statement? 
 

This can be any method from the subject terminology box for Q2 and Q3.  

 

 Why do you agree? 

 How does the writer create this impression? 

 Where is this evident?  

 What is the effect of these methods/ ideas? 

KEEP All opinions focused 

on the statement! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 5: You will be given a narrative or a descriptive task to choose from our two of the same. 

Describe a  _____ as suggested by this picture.   

OR 

Write the opening/ a story/ the ending of a story about ______.  

40 marks:  45 minutes  

24 marks for content and organisation  

16 marks for technical accuracy  

1. 10 minutes  planning  

2. 30 minutes writing  

3. 5 minutes checking for technical accuracy  

Structure:  

P1 – Character 

P2 – Setting  

P3- Zoom in  

P4- Focus 

P5 - End  

Top tip: 

Magpie 

ideas from 

the 

extract. 

Colours: incorporate a variety of colour 

Adjectives: words used to describe a noun 

Sensory: see, hear, touch, taste and smell 

Sentences:simple/compound/complex/imperative/declarative/exclama

tive/ interrogative  

Imagery (similes, metaphors, personification)  

Emotive Language: carefully selected words evoke emotion in the 

reader 

Top Tips:  

 Avoid using the first person. Try the omniscient (all knowing) 

narrator 

 Carefully consider your vocabulary,  push yourself! 

 Structure your ideas and paragraphs with purpose 

 Choose a tense and stick to it! 

 Use Standard English throughout  

 Use ideas from the extract and previous work you have seen 

 Proof read  

 

 

 

 

Punctuation: 

, . ! ? “” ‘’ ... : ; () 



 

 

  

CONTENT AND 

ORGANISATION= 

24 Marks 

 


