St George's C of E Foundation School

Year 10 Reading List
'ONE OF US IS LYING' BY
KAREN MCMANUS

'ALL THE BRIGHT PLACES'
BY JENNIFER NIVEN

Five students walk into detention. Only
four leave the classroom alive. Everyone
is a suspect and everyone has
something to hide.

Theodore Finch (fascinated by death)
and Violet Markey (longing for the
future) meet in the ledge of the bell
tower at school, it’s unclear who saves
whom…

Explore other books by Karen McManaus here

'RUBY RED' BY KERSTIN,
ANTHEA BEL

'THE CATCHER IN THE RYE'
- J.D. SALINGER

Sixteen-year-old Gwen lives with her
extended--and eccentric--family in
London. The time-travelling gene that
runs through the female half of her
family supposedly has skipped over her.
So it comes as a surprise when Gwen
starts taking sudden leaps into the past.

Navigating his way through the
challenges of growing up, Holden
dissects the 'phony' aspects of society,
and the 'phonies' themselves: the
headmaster whose affability depends
on the wealth of the parents, his
roommate who scores with girls using
sickly-sweet affection.

'THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN'
BY PAULA HAWKINS

'THE OUTSIDERS' BY S.E.
HINTON

Rachel takes the same commuter train
every morning and night. Every day she
flashes past a stretch of cosy suburban
homes, and stops at the signal that
allows her to watch the same couple
daily. She’s even started to feel like she
knows them. Their life—as she sees it—is
perfect. Until she sees something
shocking.

The Outsiders is about two weeks in the
life of a 14-year-old boy. The novel tells
the story of Ponyboy Curtis and his
struggles with right and wrong in a
society in which he believes that he is
an outsider.

'ENDER'S GAME' BY
ORSON SCOTT CARD

'THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE
TO THE GALAXY' BY
DOUGLAS ADAMS

Set in Earth's future, the novel presents
an imperilled mankind after two
conflicts with the "buggers", an
insectoid alien species.

In the seconds before global
obliteration, Arthur is plucked from the
planet by his friend Ford Prefect- and
together the pair venture out across the
galaxy on the craziest, strangest road
trip of all time.

'LIFE OF PI' BY YANN
MARTEL

'FRANKENSTEIN' BY
MARY SHELLEY

One boy, one boat, one tiger...
After the tragic sinking of a cargo ship,
a solitary lifeboat remains bobbing on
the wild, blue Pacific. The only survivors
from the wreck are a sixteen year-old
boy named Pi, a hyena, a zebra (with a
broken leg), a female orang-utan and a
450-pound Royal Bengal tiger.

The story of Victor Frankenstein's
terrible creation and the havoc it
caused…

St George's C of E Foundation School

Year 10 Challenge List
'PRIDE AND PREJUDICE'
BY JANE AUSTEN

'HARD TIMES' BY
CHARLES DICKENS

Pride and Prejudice, which
opens with one of the most
famous sentences in English
Literature, is an ironic novel of
manners. In it the garrulous and
empty-headed Mrs Bennet has
only one aim - that of finding a
good match for each of her five
daughters. In this she is
mocked by her cynical and
indolent husband.

Unusually for Dickens, Hard
Times is set, not in London, but
in the imaginary mid-Victorian
Northern industrial town of
Coketown with its blackened
factories, downtrodden workers
and polluted environment.
This is the soulless domain of
the strict utilitarian Thomas
Gradgrind and the heartless
factory owner Josiah Bounder.

'THE PICTURE OF
DORIAN GRAY' BY
OSCAR WILDE

'BIRDSONG' BY
SEBASTIAN FAULKS

Oscar Wilde's alluring novel
follows Dorian Gray who,
enthralled by his own exquisite
portrait, exchanges his soul for
eternal youth and beauty.
Influenced by his friend, he is
drawn into a corrupt double life,
indulging his desires in secret
while remaining a gentleman in
the eyes of polite society. Only
his portrait bears the traces of
his depravity.

'THE LOVELY BONES'
BY ALICE SEBOLD
The story of a teenage girl who,
after being raped and
murdered, watches from her
personal Heaven as her family
and friends struggle to move on
with their lives while she comes
to terms with her own death.
Mrs Davies recommends, ‘The Lovely
Bones’ by Alice Sebold. Suzie, the
protagonist is a victim of a serial killer
and her spirit narrates the book, telling
the story of her past, present and future.
An imaginative and moving book.

1910. Amiens, Northern France.
Stephen Wraysford, a young
Englishman, arrives in the
French city to stay with the
Azaire family. He falls in love
with unhappily married Isabelle
and the two enter a
tempestuous love affair. But,
with the world on the brink of
war, the relationship falters.
With his love for Isabelle forever
engraved on his heart, Stephen
volunteers to fight on the
Western Front and enters the
unimaginable dark world
beneath the trenches of No
Man’s Land.

Enjoyed these?
Ask your English
teacher or librarian
for more
recommendations

