St George's C of E Foundation School

Year 11 Reading List
'THE GREAT GATSBY' BY
F. SCOTT FITZGERALD

'JANE EYRE' BY
CHARLOTTE BRONTE

The story of the fabulously wealthy Jay
Gatsby and his love for the beautiful
Daisy Buchanan, of lavish parties on
Long Island at a time when The New
York Times noted “gin was the national
drink and sex the national obsession.”

Jane Eyre follows the emotions and
experiences of its title character,
including her growth to adulthood, and
her love for Mr. Rochester, the byronic
master of fictitious Thornfield Hall.

'THE GIRL IN THE LETTER'
BY EMILY GUNNIS

'TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD'
BY HARPER LEE

When she stumbles on a letter from the
past, the contents shock and move her.

Compassionate, dramatic, and deeply
moving, To Kill a Mockingbird takes
readers to the roots of human behaviour - to innocence and
experience, kindness and cruelty, love
and hatred, humour and pathos.

'TESS OF THE
D'URBERVILLES' THOMAS HARDY

'ONE DAY' - DAVID
NICHOLLS

Mrs Pennington recommends this book. It is a
sadly familiar topic for Mrs Pennington’s
mother’s generation (particularly in Ireland). A
huge page-turner, based around unmarried
mothers, adoptions, shame, grief, journalism.

The ne'er-do-well sire of a starving
brood suddenly discovers a family
connection to the aristocracy, and his
selfish scheme to capitalize on their
wealth sets a fateful plot in motion.

On the day of their college graduation
two people begin a lifelong friendship.
Emma is an idealist, who wants to make
the world a better place. Dexter thinks
the world is his oyster. For the next 20
years, the two friends reunite on the
same date - until they discover what
they've been searching for.

'13 REASONS WHY' BY
JAY ASHER

'GONE GIRL' BY GILLIAN
FLYNN

Clay Jensen doesn’t want anything to
do with the tapes Hannah Baker made.
She died two weeks ago and her secrets
should be buried with her. Then
Hannah’s voice explains that there are
13 reasons why she died – and that Clay
is one of them.

Who are you? What have we done to
one another? These are the questions
Nick Dunne finds himself asking on the
morning of his fifth wedding
anniversary, when his wife Amy
suddenly disappears…

'IMPRISONED' BY MARTIN
W. SANDLER

'ATONEMENT' BY IAN
MCEWAN

Bringing readers inside life in the
internment camps and explaining how
a country built on the ideals of freedom
for all could have such a dark mark on
its history, this in-depth look at a
troubling period of American history
sheds light on the prejudices in today's
world and provides the context we need
to prevent similar abuses of power.

Set in three periods, 1935 England,
World War II in England and France and
the present day England, it covers an
upper-class girl’s half-innocent mistake
that ruins lives; her adulthood in the
shadow of that mistake; and a
reflection of on the nature of writing.

St George's C of E Foundation School

Year 11 Challenge List
'A THOUSAND
SPLENDID SUNS' BY
KHALED HOSSEINI
A Thousand Splendid Suns is a
gripping tale of two young
women, Mariam and Laila, and
their difficult lives together,
married to the same husband,
Rasheed. The women form a
close bond during these
miserable circumstances, and
come to care for each other
deeply.

'THE COLOUR PURPLE'
BY ALICE WALKER
Set in the deep American South
between the wars, The Color
Purple is the classic tale of Celie,
a young black girl born into
poverty and segregation. Raped
repeatedly by the man she calls
'father', she has two children
taken away from her, is
separated from her beloved
sister Nettie and is trapped into
an ugly marriage. But then she
meets the glamorous Shug
Avery, singer and magic-maker
- a woman who has taken
charge of her own destiny.

'ENDURING LOVE' BY
IAN MCEWAN

'BRIGHTON ROCK'
BY GRAHAM GREENE

One day in the Chilterns Joe
Rose's calm, organised life is
shattered by a ballooning
accident. The afternoon could
have ended in mere tragedy,
but for his brief meeting with
Jed Parry. Unknown to Joe,
something passes between
them – something that gives
birth in Parry to an obsession so
powerful that it will test to the
limit Joe's scientific rationalism,
threaten the love of his wife
Clarissa and drive him to the
brink of murder and madness.

A gang war is raging through
the dark underworld of
Brighton. Seventeen-year-old
Pinkie, malign and ruthless, has
killed a man. Believing he can
escape retribution, he is
unprepared for the courageous,
life-embracing Ida Arnold.
Greene's gripping thriller,
exposes a world of loneliness
and fear, of life lived on the
'dangerous edge of things'.

'REBECCA' BY
DAPHNE DU
MAURIER
On a trip to France, the shy
Rebecca falls in love with a
handsome widower. Although
his proposal comes as a
surprise, she happily agrees to
marry him. But as they arrive at
her husband's home, a change
comes over Maxim, and the
young bride is filled with dread.
Friendless in the isolated
mansion, she realises that she
barely knows him.

Enjoyed these?
Ask your English
teacher or librarian
for more
recommendations

