
Discovering MOOCs



Your starter for 10…

Log into Unifrog, go to the ‘Useful stuff’ section of the Know-how library and read this article:

What are MOOCs and why should you take one?



Pop quiz!

1. What does MOOC stand for?

2. How long do MOOCs take?

3. How much do MOOCs cost?

4. What can you study with a MOOC?



What even is a MOOC?

What is MOOC short for?

Massive Open Online Course!

They’re short courses with content provided by universities and institutions all over the world. 

And, they’re FREE! (Kind of, more on this later.)



Are they going to take a lot of time?

Not at all! MOOCs last for 2-8 weeks, for a total of 2-4 hours per week.

They’re perfect for gaining new skills and broadening your knowledge on a topic, before 

writing applications like your Personal Statement or Common App Essay.

And if you’re not planning on going to university… it’s always good to learn something new!



Free? Did you say free?!

• YES! You can access the content of most MOOCs for free. Any payment comes after 

finishing a course. If you want the certificate, then usually you’d pay £20-50.

• You don’t necessarily need the certificate; take a screenshot of the final page of the course 

and save it to your Unifrog Locker.

• Kaboom! You have evidence of studying. You’ll also have more knowledge on a subject or 

a new skill, and no one can argue with that.



What can you study with a MOOC?

There’s loads of cool stuff on the Unifrog MOOCs tool. Everything from Particle Physics: An 

Introduction from the University of Geneva to Introduction to Public Speaking from the 

University of Washington.

Which cool courses can you find? Have a go with the activities on the next slides.



Unifrog task!

Create and save two MOOCs shortlists:

Firstly, on any topic you’re interested in. Let 

your imagination run wild!

This could be something more academic 

like Russian History, or something in which 

you learn a skill, like playing the piano.

Secondly, on a topic which will help when 

making decisions about your future.

This could be based on your favourite 

subject, like Biology (Forensic Science, 

anyone?!), or developing a skill like public 

speaking.



Top 3 MOOCs

Why? Why? Why?

When? Workload? When? Workload? When? Workload?

Name of MOOC Name of MOOC Name of MOOC

1 2 3



The summer challenge
The challenge:
Over the summer, complete at least one MOOC of your choice, before reflecting on your learning and experience before the 
start of the next term.

Instructions:
Your chosen MOOC can be something related to the subject you want to study after college or 6th form, or something that 
will improve your personal skill-set.
Use the Unifrog MOOCs tool to shortlist the courses you’re interested in, then sign up to your course before the end of term.

Top tips for successful MOOC-ing!
Set aside a reasonable amount of time per week to do your MOOC course.
Try to make it the same time each week; it’s good habit-forming!
Keep notes from your MOOC course, especially if it’s the same subject you’d like to study in the future; they’ll come in handy 
for revision!

Reflection:
Add your MOOC as an activity on Unifrog before returning back in September, following our 5 tips to write like a boss (in the 
Activities tool) to get the most from your description.




