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Year  

1 

Term 4 Unit title – significant people, events and places 

The Wright Brothers and the History of Flight  

 

Brief description of main content of this unit: The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. The unit will focus on the 

History of Flight and the contribution of the Wright brothers:  

 

Key vocabulary: significant person, flight, hot air balloon, aeroplane, Montgolfier Brothers Wright Brothers Wright flyer, travel, transport, wind power, steam power, electric  

Lesson No. Key Learning Objectives 

Linked to National curriculum (differentiated) 

Activities & Teaching & Learning strategies 

 (including assessment opportunities) 

Cross curricular links 

1  L.I- To know what a significant person is 

 

Success Criteria 

ALL must be able to say what significant means 

MOST should be able to name a significant 

person 

SOME could be able to think about significant 

people in History 

Significant People: Who are the significant people in our lives?  

Children to talk about who are the significant/important people in their 

own lives. Why are they important? Encourage children to give a reason 

explaining why they are important, for example; that person looks after 

them, helps them to learn new things or makes them happy.  

 Children use the Significant People Activity Sheet to draw a significant 

person from their own lives. - Twinkl 

 Children to label their significant person.  Children write a sentence 

explaining why their person is significant.  

 What Makes People Significant? Look at the pictures. Do children 

recognise any of the people? Do children know why any of them are 

significant? Look at the Dawson’s criteria on the following slide and 

together discuss which category each person would fit in to. – PowerPoint 

on Twinkl 

  Activity- Children to create their own collages using magazine and 

newspaper cut-outs of people that are important to them.  
 

 

Speaking and Listening 

Art 

English- Icarus  
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2 LI To investigate how transport and travel has 

changed over time 

 

Success Criteria 

ALL must be able to say how people have 

travelled in the past  

MOST should be able to place different forms 

of travel on a timeline 

 SOME could be able to talk about how the way 

we travel now is different to travel in the past 

How Have You Travelled to Different Places? Ask children to think, using 

talk partners, how they travel to a) school; b) the shops; c) to see family, 

etc. How have you travelled on holiday? Share some of your own travelling 

stories, photos, and talk about how you got there. Use the Lesson 

Presentation to discuss the definitions of travel and transport. 

 

What Was Different in the Past? Have cars/aeroplanes/buses/trains 

always existed? How would people travel to different countries in the 

past? What would they use? Scribe children’s ideas about what they think 

travel looked like in the past. 

 

Old and New Transport: How do these modes of transport work? Show 

the slides of old and new forms of transport and discuss the ways in 

which they would work (e.g. pedalling, animal power, wind power, steam, 

etc.)  

 

How Has Travel and Transport Changed? Show the timeline and explain 

the passing of time from left to right, meaning from the old to new. Can 

the children sort the pictures of different types of transport in the 

Travel & Transport Activity Sheet and place them onto their own timeline 

into chronological order 

 

Introduce Flight and the Wright Brothers as the focus for the rest of 

the term’s lessons 

 

  

 

  

   

 

  

 
 

Speaking and listening 
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3 LI To investigate Early Flight  

 

Success Criteria 

ALL must be able to explain how people were 

able to travel in the air 

MOST should be able to describe how a hot air 

balloon works 

SOME could be able to discuss pro and cons of 

hot air travel 

 

 

Talk about ways to travel.  Has anyone been on a plane? 

How did people travel before the invention of planes in the air? 

 

Hot air balloons  

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/transport/history-aircraft/ 

Introduce story of the Montgolfier brothers and their invention of the hot 

air balloon in 1783. 

 

How do Hot air balloons work? 

Were/Are they safe to travel in? 

 

Children in groups to design and make their own hot air balloons  

Design Technology  

 

 

4 L.I- To learn about the Wright brothers. 

ALL must be able to say why the Wright 

brothers are significant 

MOST should be able to explain what the 

Wright brothers did to be significant 

SOME could be able to discuss the lives of the 

Wright brothers 

Discuss Orville and Wilbur Wright they invented the aeroplane; this was a 

huge milestone in the world of international transportation. 

Children to refer back to how people travelled before this. 

Watch story of The Wright Brothers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZyZxDWjkZ0 

 

Look at the timeline and information about the Wright brothers-twinkl 

powerpoint (see resources)  

If they have flown at all how long were the children  on flights for- guess 

how long the first flight took? 

Show clip of the first flight  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RriKI7u72Xs 

 

Fact File on the Wright Brothers and the first flight – include dates of 

birth, occupations, pictures of the plane and the Wright Brothers 

 

 

English  

5 L.I- To know about the Wright brothers. 

ALL must be able to say why the Wright 

brothers are significant 

MOST should be able to explain what the 

Wright brothers did to be significant 

Recap from last week’s lesson on the first flight 

 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/transport/history-aircraft/wright-flyer/ 

 

Watch the first flight again. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RriKI7u72Xs 

Drama 

Speaking and listening  

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/transport/history-aircraft/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZyZxDWjkZ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RriKI7u72Xs
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/transport/history-aircraft/wright-flyer/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RriKI7u72Xs
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SOME could be able to discuss the lives of the 

Wright brothers 

 

Wright Brothers Role play: What happened on the day that the Wright 

Brothers flew their first flyer?  What would the people watching have said 

to each other? How would the Wright brothers have been feeling? What did 

people who were not eyewitnesses think about it? Children consider some of 

the quotes, think about who might have said them and then put children into 

groups of 4 -5, assigning each child a role - either the Wright Brothers, an 

eyewitness or a newspaper reporter who was not there.  The children can use 

these quotes to think about what they are going to say in their own group 

role play 

 

 

6  Flight Day- linked to History and DT units   

 


