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Year  
4 

Term 
4 

Unit title –  
Anglo Saxons and Vikings 

 
Key Vocabulary Anglo Saxon, Viking, Norse, raids, Scandinavia, King Alfred, kingdoms, invasion, Danegeld wergild,  
...all children should be able to: 

•  Say where the Vikings came from and when 

they invaded Britain. • Know some key facts about 
the most influential Anglo-Saxon kings and be able 
able to organise information about the Viking and 
Anglo-Saxon kings onto a timeline. • Describe 
some aspects of everyday Viking life and know 
some typical Anglo-Saxon punishments. 

•Most children will be able to : 
  Explain where and why some Viking raids or 
attacks took place. • Describe in greater detail the 
influence and actions of some of the main Anglo-
Saxon kings and be able to explain concepts such 
as Danegeld and wergild. • Compare and contrast 
aspects of AngloSaxon, Viking and modern day 
everyday life e.g. religion, cultural traditions and 
crime and punishments.. 

 

Some children will be able to : 

•Demonstrate a full understanding of how the 

Vikings have shaped British culture and history by 
composing historically valid questions. • Evaluate 
and assess the impact and significance made by 
some Anglo-Saxon kings and be able to explain 
how their actions have shaped British history. • 
Confidently compare and contrast the modern day 
justice system with the AngloSaxon system, 
explaining and understanding the similarities and 

differences.. 

 
Lesson No. Key Learning Objectives 

Linked to National curriculum (differentiated) 
Activities & Teaching & Learning strategies 

 (including assessment opportunities) 
Cross curricular links 

1  LI: To find how when and where 

Britain was invaded by the Vikings 

Success Criteria 

All must be able to order events from 

the time of The Vikings 

Most should be able to create a fact 

file about The Vikings-  

Some could give reasons why Vikings 

invaded. 

 

  

Starter 

In groups children discuss their existing knowledge of the 

Vikings and feedback to the whole class. Address any 

misconceptions such as Viking helmets with horns 

 

The Vikings arrive- whole class reading of text, recording of 

key facts and information 

Give each pair of children one of the cards from the Viking 

Timeline Posters. Children then organise themselves into a 

timeline. Read through the information on the Lesson 

Presentation and children check if they have placed 

themselves in order. 

 

English 

Geography 
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Children to produce fact file on arrival of The Vikings in 

Britain. 

Use Viking Timeline Poster to support work 

 
2  LI: To investigate the significance of 

Anglo-Saxon kings during the Viking 

period  

 

 

Success Criteria 

All must be able to compare the 

significance of Anglo- Saxon kings  

Most should be able to identify key 

facts about the Anglo-Saxon Kings  

Some could be able to compare the 

similarities and differences between 

the Anglo-Saxon Kings  

Anglo-Saxon Kings: Ask the children to discuss in pairs any 

facts they know about Anglo-Saxon kings. They should be 

able to recall some information from Term 2 work on Anglo-. 

Feedback and record the children’s responses on the board. 

Address any misconceptions. Give children the opportunity to 

ask any questions and record these for future research.  

 

Kingdoms: Read the information on this and the following 

slides on the Lesson Presentation about AngloSaxon kings, 

kingdoms and King Alfred the Great. 

King Athelstan: Read the information about King Athelstan on 

the Lesson Presentation. Ask children to consider if they 

think he is as ‘great’ as Alfred. Why/why not? Share ideas as 

a whole class using the questions from the Lesson 

Presentation to prompt discussion. Think about the actions 

and achievements of King Alfred and King Athelstan. What 

important or influential things did the two kings do?  Why 

are they such important historical figures? Look for children 

who are able to compare the actions of the two kings and 

recognise similarities and differences. 

 

Fact File on about King Athelstan and King Alfred by 

inserting information using Fact cards Activity Sheet. When 

they finish, children should explain which king they think was 

the greatest and explain why. Use Alfred the Great Poster 

Activity Sheet and King Athelstan Poster Activity Sheet. 

 

English 
Geography 
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Extension 

Comprehension questions on King Athelstan and King Alfred  
3 LI: To investigate Danegeld Law.  

 

Success Criteria 

All must be able to explain who King 

Ethelred II was and when and why 

Danegeld was introduced  

Most should be able to recall key facts 

about King Ethelred II and Danegeld 

Some could be able to explain the 

problems faced by King Ethelred II 

before the introduction of Danegeld 

 

 

The Second Viking Age: Read the information about the 

‘second Viking age’. 

 

Viking Warriors: Ask the children to draw a quick sketch of 

what they think a Viking warrior might have looked like, 

including the weapons they might have used. Share some of 

the images and discuss what they think Viking warriors were 

like. Then read the information on the Lesson Presentation.  

 

Were children correct in their assumptions? Can children use 

the new knowledge to accurately describe a Viking warrior?  

 

King Ethelred II The Unready: Children read the information 

and discuss with their talking partner whether they think 

Ethelred deserves the title of ‘The Unready’. Feedback and 

discuss with the whole class. Look for children who are able 

to recognise King Ethelred’s shortcomings but also 

acknowledge the problems he faced. 

 

Dane-Geld: Read the information and then Rudyard Kipling’s 

poem, Dane-Geld. Summarise the main point: paying the 

Danegeld was a pointless exercise. 

 

Activity 

Poetry sheet activity sheet 2 matching sections of the poem 

with the events leading to Danegeld.   

 

 
 

4 LI: To research how the Vikings lived  

 

Vikings in Britain: Children discuss questions about Viking life 

in Britain. What do you already know about the way the 

.English 
Art  
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Success Criteria  

All must be able to identify key 

aspects of Viking life. 

Most should be able to explain key 

aspects of Viking life  
Some could answers and explain 
questions about Viking life  

 

  

Vikings lived? What customs and ways of life did they bring 

with them? What would they like to find out? Feedback to 

the whole class.  

 

Give each group of children a different aspect of Viking life 

for them to collect information about: 

Clothes and jewellery; religion and gods;  

houses and food;  

rhyme and writing; 

 art and craft.  

Explain that they are to produce a poster about their aspect 

of Viking history and will need to collect information from 

the Viking Life Facts to help them. Viking Life Facts: Read 

through the information giving children time to sort the 

information and decide if any of the facts fit their category. 

The children can take turns to record the relevant facts. 

After all the slides have been shown the children work 

together to create their posters on large sheets of paper 

using the facts. They can use the Viking Life Pictures 

Activity Sheet to illustrate their work too. Children could 

also research more facts using information books and the 

internet and add them to their posters. Groups present their 

posters to the rest of the class when they are finished. Look 

for children who are able to identify and collect the correct 

facts for their category. Which children are able to use the 

facts to explain about an aspect of Viking life? 

 
 Writing opportunity  

LI: To design a Viking ship or weapon.  

 

Success Criteria 

Recap on how Vikings travelled (Viking ships) and what 

weapons they used during battle.  

Look at key words, pattern and colours on ships, shields etc.  

 

English 
Art  
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All must know what a Viking 

ships/weapons were used for.  

Most should draw a Viking ship or 

weapon and write sentences to add 

detail.  

Some could justify their choice of 

colours/images on Viking ship/weapon. 

All pupils to design a Viking ship or weapon of their choice.  

Draw and label and write sentences detailing different part 

of the design.  

 

HAs – justify why they used particular colours/ 

images/patterns etc (based on what they have learnt about in 

this topic). 

 
5 LI: To investigate the legal system of 

the Anglo-Saxons  

 

Success Criteria 

All must be able to explain how the 

legal system worked in Angle-Saxon 

Britain 

Most should be able to describe crime 

and punishment in Anglo-Saxon Britain  
Some could compare and contrast 
crime and punishment in Anglo- Saxon 
Britain and Modern-day Britain  

 

Fair or Foul: Reveal the punishment options for given crimes 

one at time. Children discuss them with their partner and 

decide if they are fair or foul. (Provide clarification of the 

terms if necessary.) Feedback to whole class. Are children 

shocked or surprised by the punishments? Are there any 

they think are justified?  

 

Anglo-Saxon Justice System: Read the information on this on 

the following slides about the Anglo-Saxon Justice System, 

wergild and Anglo-Saxon punishments. Allow time to discuss 

the information and for children to ask any questions. Body 

Parts: Show children the chart containing information about 

the wergild value for the different body parts.  

 

Give pairs of children a Missing Body Parts Card and children 

can work out how much they would have got for the different 

body parts if they had lost them in a fight. (This could be 

filmed as a spoof modern day compensation advert, e.g. Have 

you lost two fingers and a limb? Well, wergild compensation 

experts are here to help you!)  

 

Crimes and Punishments: Children work in groups to discuss 

the scenarios on the Crimes Activity Sheet. They decide on a 
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suitable Anglo-Saxon punishment based on what they have 

learnt in the lesson so far and then a likely modern day 

punishment. Feedback and discuss as a whole class. Compile a 

class comparison chart of the Anglo-Saxon and modern 

punishments. 

 

Plenary 

Reveal the types of ordeals on the Lesson Presentation. Ask 

for volunteers to choose an ordeal. Act out each ordeal in 

turn, asking the children to predict how they think the 

accused would be found innocent or guilty. Reveal the 

description after each ordeal is performed 

   

 

 

 

  

 

6 LI: To understand how the last Anglo-

Saxon King shaped Britain   

 

Success Criteria 

All must be able to identify and order 

Anglo-Saxon Kings on a Timeline  

Most must be able to explain key 

aspects of the reign of the last Anglo-

Saxon King  

Some could distinguish between 

historically accurate and inaccurate 

events  

Recap: Ask the children to discuss in groups what they can 

remember about the history of the Vikings and the role of 

the kings they learnt about in lesson 2. They can jot down 

facts they think are significant on paper or whiteboards. 

Share ideas and then feedback as a class. Explain to the 

children that this lesson will focus on the last Anglo-Saxon 

kings of Britain. 

 

 Edward the Confessor: Read the information from the 

Lesson Presentation on this and the following slide about 

Edward the Confessor and Godwin of Wessex. Ask children 

to consider the key questions: How do you think Edward 

 

Speaking and Listening  
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might have felt about returning to England as king? Can you 

think of 3 positive and 3 negative reasons? Children discuss 

with their partner and then feedback to the whole class. 

Harold II: Read the information from the Lesson 

Presentation on this and the following slide about Harold II 

and The Battle of Hastings. Again children consider the key 

questions from the slide: Children discuss with their partner 

and then feedback to the whole class.  

 

Kingly Facts: True or False? Children read the information 

about the last Anglo-Saxon kings and underline the facts 

which are incorrect on the Anglo-Saxon Kingly Facts Activity 

Sheet. They write the correct facts at the side of the page. 

After this they choose five favourite facts to write out in 

neat in their own words. Look for children who can 

immediately recognise the incorrect facts and also know what 

the correct ones should be. 

 

In pairs children arrange the king pictures from the Last 

AngloSaxon Kings Timeline Activity Sheet onto a timeline 

showing when they ruled. The children discuss and think of 

any facts about the kings to write underneath the pictures. 

They can use the Last Anglo-Saxon Kings Information Sheet 

to help. Look for children who have a good understanding of 

the chronology of the kings’ rule. Who can confidently place 

the kings into their relevant time slot on the timeline? Which 

children are able to recall relevant facts about the different 

kings? 

 

Plenary 
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The End of an Era: Read the information from the Lesson 

Presentation. Discuss the key questions with the children 
 
You may want to consider an Anglo-Saxon Viking Day in Week 6 following Easter Play  
 


