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Year  
1 

Term 
4 

   Unit title  
Salvation – ‘Why does Easter matter to 

Christians?’ 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Christian, God, Jesus, Easter, Gospel, cross, salvation, Palm Sunday, tomb, egg, incarnation, Good Friday, resurrection, heaven, church 
 
Week No. Key Learning Objectives 

 
Activities & Teaching & Learning strategies 

 (including assessment opportunities) 

Cross curricular 
links 

1  L.I - To understand that Easter is 
important to Christians 
Success criteria: 
ALL MUST be able to understand that 
Easter is important to Christians 
MOST SHOULD be able to retell the 
Easter story 
SOME COULD link the Easter story to 
salvation 

Take the children outside for a walk to look for signs of Spring and new life. As 
you walk around, discuss what our senses tell us about springtime, how spring 
differs from the other seasons, including the idea of new life.  
 
Ask pupils why they think Easter is important to Christians. Collect their 
responses on post-its. Explain that Easter is a festival that occurs in spring to 
remember a very important part of the Bible. Remind pupils that Christians 
celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas. Christians believe that Jesus is God 
come to Earth. The life of Jesus and many things he said and did are found in the 
Gospels in the Bible. The Easter story is one of sadness, followed by great 
happiness.  
 
Set up an Easter labyrinth/walk in the outside area for pupils. Essential parts of 
the story to be included in the walk. Have pictures in order around outside area. 
At each stop on the labyrinth/walk, pupils should hear part of the story and have 
a chance to discuss and reflect on it, expressing their thoughts, feelings and 
questions. Make the labyrinth as sensory as possible: for example, have palm 
leaves to feel (and wave) for the entry into Jerusalem, and vinegar to smell for 
the crucifixion.  
 
The parts of the Easter story to be included are:  

1) The entry into Jerusalem – John 12:12-25 
2)  Jesus’ betrayal and arrest at the Mount of Olives – Luke 22:47-53 

English – 
Speaking and 
listening 
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3)  Jesus’ crucifixion – Luke 23:26-56 
4)  The empty tomb – Luke 24:1-12 
5)  Jesus’ appearance to Mary Magdalene and the disciples – John 20:11-23  

Use child friendly Bible extracts of the story.  
2  L.I - To retell the Easter story 

Success criteria: 

ALL MUST be able to understand that 

Easter is important to Christians 

MOST SHOULD be able to retell the 

Easter story 

SOME COULD link the Easter story to 

salvation 

Play Easter ‘pass the parcel’. Under each layer should be a picture or caption 

from the Easter story (have them in order, so the entry to Jerusalem is on 

the outermost layer). As each picture/caption is revealed, the pupil who 

opened it should retell that part of the story, with the other players 

checking for accuracy. (See Resource Sheet 1.) Have some small Easter eggs 

as the prize in the middle of the Easter pass the parcel. Ask pupils why eggs 

are connected to Easter. If necessary remind pupils of their walk and 

discussion focusing on new life, explaining why eggs are a symbol of new life. 

Are pupils able to spot a part of the story that is about new life? 

 

Children to stick pictures of Easter story (Resource sheet 1) in order and a 

write a sentence about each one to retell the story. 

 

Place the events of Easter on the ‘Big Story’ of the Bible timeline, using the 

frieze artwork and the keywords (Incarnation, Gospel, Salvation) Ask pupils 

again, why does Easter matter to Christians? How have their answers 

changed? 

English 

3 L.I - To explore the emotions of the 

Easter story to Christians 

ALL MUST be able to recall the 

Easter story 

MOST SHOULD be able to identify 

emotions for each part of the story 

Discuss what pupils find happy and sad about the story of Easter. Looking at a 
colour chart, discuss which colours pupils think are happy and which they think 
are sad. Pupils place template of crosses onto a plain piece of white paper. 
Smudge around outside with oil pastels/oils/ink so when template is lifted off 
there’s a blank cross surrounded by colour. Each pupil should make a cross in 
‘happy colours’ and a cross in ‘sad colours’. The first should be filled with parts of 
the story that make pupils feel happy, and the second with parts that make them 
feel sad.  
 

PSHE 
 
Art 



RE Medium Term Planning Sheet 

2020/2021 

 
 

SOME COULD explain why that part 

of the story creates those emotions 

for Christians  

Discuss some other emotions; for example, angry, excited, surprised, worried, 
scared. Pupils show these on their faces and bodies and talk about times when 
they feel each one. Show pictures of the five parts of the story included in the 
labyrinth. Can pupils match at least one emotion to each part of the story? 
‘Happy’ and ‘sad’ can also be used as part of this emotion-matching activity. 

4 L.I - To explore how Christians 

celebrate Easter 

ALL MUST be able to understand that 

Easter is important to Christians  

MOST SHOULD be able to describe 

ways that Christians celebrate Easter 

SOME COULD explain which part of 

the Easter story the celebration 

represents 

Show pupils a hot cross bun and ask them to identify how it is different 

from a currant bun, and how it is linked to the Easter story. Explain that 

many Christians eat hot cross buns at Easter to remind them of the Easter 

story.  

 

The member of the clergy or local Christian will need to be emailed for 

their responses 

Invite a member of the clergy or a local Christian to share some images, 

objects and experiences linked to ways in which Christians remember the 

story of Holy Week and Easter. Introduce pupils to traditions linked with 

Palm Sunday (palm cross, Palm Sunday processions, for example), Good 

Friday (for example, special church service at 3 o’clock, eating hot cross 

buns, visiting the ‘stations of the cross’) and Easter Sunday (for example, a 

joyful church service in the morning, giving and eating eggs, decorating a 

cross  in church). 

English – 
Speaking and 
listening 

5 L.I - To explore how Christians celebrate 
Easter 
ALL MUST be able to understand that 
Easter is important to Christians  
MOST SHOULD be able to describe ways 
that Christians celebrate Easter 
SOME COULD explain which part of the 
Easter story the celebration represents 

Recap with the children last week’s lesson and how Christians celebrate 

Easter. Help pupils to remember how each practice links to the story by 

putting on one classroom wall a picture of Jesus riding into Jerusalem, three 

crosses on a second wall, and the empty tomb on the third. Give pupils one 

of the Easter practices they have learnt about — they should run to the 

picture it links to. Pupils should justify their choices. 
 

English 
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Children choose one practice, writes about it and how it links to a part of 

the Easter story and draws a picture. Could use writing frames to create a 

class book. 
6 L.I – To reflect on the hope that the 

Easter story brings to Christians  
Success criteria: 
ALL will be able to recall the Easter story 
MOST should be able to explain that the 
story goes from sadness to happiness 
SOME could explain how the story 
beings hope to Christians  

 

Create some simple actions that pupils can copy to show the events of Holy 
Week, from the perspective of a disciple: Palm Sunday (waving palms, excited), 
Good Friday (sad, show tears coming down cheeks), Easter Sunday (excited, 
happy, dancing, as Jesus rises to new life) — this is how the story ends! Talk 
about the Christian belief that Jesus rises from his tomb (resurrection) and even 
appears and speaks to people that he used to know. Explain that Jesus rising 
from his tomb shows Christians that after they die, they can also have a new life, 
a life with God in heaven. 
 
Recap with the children the different emotions that they explored about the 
Easter story. Give pupils time to reflect on the way the story changes from 
sadness to happiness, or from darkness to light. Give them a chance to paint 
some dark marks on a page, perhaps listening to some quiet music, then to paint 
some bright colours, with joyous music accompanying. Ask them to talk about 
what it might feel like when something good happens after something sad.  

PSHE 
 
Art 

 


