
Paper 2 – Challenges in the human environment. 
 

Topic 2 – Urban issues and challenges 
   

Revision 
undertaken 

I can explain how urbanisation has happened at different rates and at different 
times in different parts of the world making reference to LIC’s and HIC’s. 

    

I can explain some of the causes or urbanisation in different parts of the world 
making reference to LIC’s and HIC’s. 

    

Case Study of the LIC or NEE – Rio De Janeiro     

I can explain why Rio de Janeiro is important nationally and internationally.     

I can explain why and how Rio de Janeiro has grown.     

I can explain, analyse and evaluate the opportunities in Rio de Janeiro including: 

 Access to services – health 

 Access to services – education  

 Access to resources – water supply 

 Access to resources – energy 

 How urban and industrial areas can promote economic development.  

    

I can explain, analyse and evaluate the challenges in Rio de Janeiro including: 

 Managing urban growth – slums, squatter settlements 

 Clean water, sanitation systems and energy 

 Unemployment and crime 

 Managing environmental issues- waste disposal, air and water pollution 
and traffic congestion.  

    

Using examples: I can explain and evaluate how the people of Rio de Janeiro 
can plan to improve the quality of lives for the urban poor.  

    

Case Study of a HIC - London     

I can explain why London is important nationally and internationally.     

I can explain why and how London has grown.      

I can explain the impact of national and international migration on the growth 
and character of London.  

    

I can explain, analyse and evaluate the opportunities in London including: 

 Cultural mix 

 Recreation 

 Entertainment 

 Employment 

 Integrated transport systems 

 Urban greening 

    

I can explain, analyse and evaluate the challenges in London including : 

 Inequalities in housing, education and employment 

 Urban deprivation 

 Dereliction of buildings 

 Building on brown and greenfield sites 

 Water disposal 

 Urban sprawl on the rural – urban fringe and of commuter towns 

    

Using an example: I can explain, analyse and evaluate how London has 
undergone regeneration 

    

Urban Sustainability     

I can describe how people can live more sustainably     

I can explain how sustainable urban living can conserve water and energy, 
recycle waste and create more green space (BedZed) 

    

I can explain how urban transport strategies are used to reduce traffic 
congestion.  

    

 

  



 6 mark questions 9 mark questions 

SAMS 1 To what extent do urban areas in lower income 
countries (LIC) or newly emerging economies (NEEs) 
provide social and economic opportunities for 
people? 
RIO 

Evaluate the effectiveness of an urban transport 
scheme(s) you have studied.  
(3 marks spag) 
London 

 Discuss the effects of urban sprawl on people and 
the environment. 
Use figure 3 and a case study of a major city in the 
UK.  (figure 3 was a map). 
London 

 

SAMS 2 Using Figure 3 and your own knowledge, explain  
how urban regeneration projects can reduce levels 
of urban deprivation. 
Newham - London  

Evaluate the effectiveness of an urban 
planning strategy in helping to improve the 
quality of life for the urban poor.  
Use and example of a city in a lower income 
country (LIC) or newly emerging country 
(NEE). 
(3 marks SPAG)  (RIO) 

 Using Figure 4 and your own knowledge, discuss 
how the features of the Greenhouse development 
will make for more sustainable urban living.  
East Village London 

 

SAMS 3 Use Figure 3 and a case study of a city in a 
LIC/NEE to assess the challenge of 
providing services to the city’s population.  
RIO 

To what extent has urban change created 
opportunities in a UK city you have 
studied? 
[9 marks] 
[+ 3 SPaG marks]  London  

 


