
Geography Exam Practice 1  

How to write a ‘to what extent’ question 

‘To what extent’ is a question which students find very difficult. In your exam a ‘to what extent’ 

question will have 9 marks available and CAN also have 3 marks for spelling and grammar (your spag 

tag).  

Tip 1: If a question has a spag tag you must make sure that you respond to the question with 

something as even if you don’t answer the question fully if you have written something that relates to 

a key word or two in the question and it is grammatically correct you can have some marks for your 

spag tag which is better than no marks at all.  

Tip 2: if you have time at the end of the exam go back and read the questions that have spag tags 

first and correct any mistakes you have made to maximise the chance of getting your 3 free spag tag 

marks.  

For this example you are going to work on this question:  

To what extent can the effects of tropical storms 

be managed (9 marks + 3 Spag).  

‘To what extent’ means to judge the importance of something. So let’s break it down using 

BUG (Box the command word, Underline the Geography, Go back and read again).  

 

 

 

To what extent can the effects of tropical 

storms be managed (9 marks + 3 Spag).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The command words mean that you have 

to say how important something is. You 

are making a decision, or a judgement.   

Effects = the impacts. This can be on both 

people and the environment. It doesn’t 

ask for a specific one so talk about both.  

Hurricanes/Typhoons/Cyclones – if you 

have a worst case scenario and you can’t 

understand the question talk about the 

effects of tropical storms to get your Spag 

tag  

Managed (management) means doing something to 

reduce the effects of the tropical storm.  

So in summary after bugging the question you have 

to talk about the way the effects of tropical 

storms can be managed or reduced and you have to 

judge if you think that management will have an 

impact on things like the number of deaths and the 

damage caused.  



So how do you set your answer out?  

Your answer is levelled and the higher level requires you to use Point Evidence Explain (PEE). 

You get marks for using examples to support your points and you get marks for the spelling 

and grammar which means it must make sense when read back. You also need a short 

conclusion.  

Let’s have a go at writing a response using the guide below:  

Point 1  Tropical storms can be managed successfully and the effects be 

reduced by…………….. (list some ways in which they can be managed)  

Evidence for point 1  For example in Typhoon Haiyan a response to the Tropical storm was 

to …………… 

Explain the 

evidence for point 1  

This was successful in reducing deaths because……….. 

 

 

This shows that the effects can be managed in some ways.  

Point 2  However, Tropical storms are difficult to manage because………..(list 

some reasons why it could be hard to reduce the impacts)  

Evidence for point 

2 

For example in Typhoon Haiyan it was difficult to manage the 

effects because …………… 

Explain the 

evidence for point 

2  

The death toll was still high at ………… because………….. 

Conclusion  I think that …………. 

 

Step 1: read through your notes or use the online classroom/internet to refresh your 

memory on the case study.  

Step 2: In the space below make a plan of the things you are going to include in your answer.  

Step 3: On lined A4 paper write your answer. Spend only 15 minutes maximum writing your 

answer then one minute to do your proof read and correct literacy.  

Planning  


