
Geography Exam Practice 3  

How to write an ‘assess’ question 

‘Assess’ is another question which students find very difficult and require a certain skill. In your 

exam an ‘assess’ question will have 9 marks available and CAN also have 3 marks for spelling and 

grammar (your spag tag).  

Tip 1: If a question has a spag tag you must make sure that you respond to the question with 

something in relation to a key word in the question (as with evaluate and to what extent examples 

previously looked at). 

Tip 2: if you have time at the end of the exam go back and read the questions that have spag tags 

first and correct any mistakes you have made. 

For this example you are going to work on this question:  

Choose an earthquake or a volcanic eruption you 

have studied. Assess the extent to which primary 

effects are more significant than secondary 

effects. (9 marks + 3 Spag) 

‘Assess’ meansthat you have to make a judgement – you have to decide what is important and 

what is not. So let’s break it down using BUG (Box the command word, Underline the 

Geography, Go back and read again).  

 

 Choose an earthquake or a volcanic eruption you 

have studied. Assess the extent to which primary 

effects are more significant than secondary 

effects. (9 marks + 3 Spag) 

You only have to choose one case study or 

example – we did earthquakes, NOT volcanoes 

so do NOT write about a volcanic eruption.  

The command words mean that you have to make a 

judgement. You have to state what you think is most 

important and what you think is less important and why. Try 

to use these words ‘this is important’ ‘this is significant’  

 

Secondary impacts are things that happen as a 

result of the primary impacts. For example 

hospitals would be overcrowded with people 

who have been injured by the collapsed 

buildings.  

Significant is another word for 

important. So this question is 

asking you want is important. 

Try to say in your answer ‘I 

think this is important’ or I 

don’t think this is as important 

as…. 

Primary effects are the 

effects that are caused 

directly by the shaking of 

the ground. For example, 

buildings would collapse 

straight away due to the 

shaking.  



 

 
 

So how should we set this answer out?  
Your answer is levelled and the higher level requires you to use Point Evidence Explain (PEE). 

You get marks for correctly stating which are primary and secondary effects. You get marks 

for saying which you think are most important and which you think are less important. 

Because it directly asks for an example or case study you must use one.  

Let’s have a go at writing a response using the guide below:  

Point 1  My earthquake was: __________. One primary effect was……… 

Evidence for point 1  (here include more detail, key facts about the point you have made, 

explain what it led to, etc)……….. 

Explain for point 1  I think this was an important effect because/ I don’t think this was 

as important as ……….. because……. 

Point 2  A secondary effect of the earthquake was …………. 

Evidence for point 2 (here include more detail, key facts about the point you have made, 

explain what it led to, etc)……….. 

Explain for point 2  I think this was an important effect because/ I don’t think this was 

as important as ……….. because……. 

Conclusion  Overall looking at the effects I think that the primary/secondary 

effects of the earthquake were more significant. 

You might decide to discuss more than one primary effect and more than one secondary 

effect if you have enough time in the exam. You could also discuss the primary effect and 

say what secondary effect it causes instead of discussing them separately. 

Step 1: read through your notes on your chosen earthquake. 

Step 2: Make a plan of the things you are going to include in your answer.  

Step 3: On lined A4 paper write your answer. Spend only 15 minutes maximum writing your 

answer then one minute to do your proof read and correct literacy.  

So in summary after bugging the question you are being asked to talk about a case 

study or example or an earthquake. You are being asked to say what the primary and 

secondary effects of that earthquake were which effects do you think were more 

significant – the primary or the secondary effects? 

Planning  


