
Paper 1. Living with the physical environment. 

Question 1: The challenge of natural hazards. 

 4 Mark 6 mark 9 mark 

SAMS 1. 
 
32 marks in total 
for this section.  

Using figure 4 only, forecast the weather 
conditions in New Orleans over the next 
24 hours. 
(figure 4 is a map of a hurricane).  

‘The weather of the UK is becoming 
more extreme.’ 
Use evidence to support this 
statement.  

Choose either an earthquake or a volcanic 
eruption. 
Assess the extent to which primary effects are 
more significant than secondary effects.  
Use Figure 5a or 5b and an example. (+3 marks 
SPAG). 

SAMS 2 
32 marks in total 
in this section.  

Outline one strategy that aims to reduce 
the rate of climate change (mitigation).  

Using Figure 2 and your own 
knowledge, suggest why the effect 
of a tectonic hazard vary between 
contrasting levels of wealth.  

Assess the extent to which prediction is the most 
important factor in reducing the effects of 
tropical storms. (+ 3 marks SPAG).  

SAMS 3 
32 marks in total 
for this section.  

Explain how volcanic activity and orbital 
changes may cause long-term climate 
change.  

Using figure 1 and 2, suggest why 
both volcanoes and earthquakes 
occur in New Zealand. 
 
Figure 2 is an illustration of a 
destructive plate margin. 
Figure 1 is a map showing plate 
margins and tectonic hazards. 

Using a named example, evaluate the immediate 
and long-term responses to tropical storms. (+3 
SPAG) 

2018 Explain how the increasing use of fossil 
fuels and changes in agriculture may 
have contributed to global changes in 
temperature.  

Using figure 2 and your own 
knowledge, suggest how plate 
movements cause tectonic hazards.  

Assess the extent to which tropical storms may 
have effects on people and the environment.  
(use figure 5). +3 marks spag 

 

Question 2: The Living World. 

 4 mark 6 mark 9 mark 



SAMS1 
 
25 marks in total 
for this section. 

 Describe and explain the features of 
vegetation shown in Figure 7 
(tropical rain forest).  

For a hot desert environment, to what extent 
does that environment provide both 
opportunities and challenges for development? 

SAMS 2 
25 marks in total 
in this section 

 Explain why the diagram shown in 
Figure 9 is an example of nature’s 
recycling system.  
Figure 9 is a nutrient cycle.  

Hot deserts. 
For your chosen environment, assess the 
importance of management strategies used to 
reduce the risk of environmental damage.  

25 marks in total 
in this section.  

 Using Figure 8 and your own 
knowledge, explain how 
deforestation can have economic 
impacts.  

Hot deserts. 
To what extent is your chosen environment at 
risk from human activity? 

2018  Using figure 8 and your own 
knowledge, explain how 
development in topical rainforest 
creates advantages but at a cost to 
the environment.  

Hot deserts. 
Using a case study, to what extent have 
opportunities for economic activity been 
developed in your chosen environment? 

 

Question 3: Physical landscapes in the UK. 

Coasts 4 marks 6 marks 9 mark. 

SAMS 1 
15 marks in total 
for this sections 

Suggest how the sea defences shown in 
Figure 11 help to protect the coastline.  

Using Figure 12 and your own 
knowledge, explain how different 
landforms may be created by the 
transport and deposition of 
sediment along the coast. (6 marks) 
Sketch map showing spits, coves and 
bars.  

 

SAMS 2 
15 marks for this 
section 

Suggest why the coastal area shown in 
Figure 11 needs to be protected from the 
effects of physical processes.  

 With the help of figure 12, explain 
how soft engineering is sued to 
protect coastlines from the effects of 
physical processes. 

 



Figure 11 is a photograph of a damaged 
coast line.  

 
Figure 12 is  a photography of beach 
nourishment.  

SAMS 3 
15 marks for this 
section.  

Explain the formation of a spit. ‘Hard engineering strategies are 
effective in protection the coastline’. 
Do you agree with this statement?  

 

2018 paper Explain how a coastline of headlands and 
bays forms and changes over time.  

‘Coastal management schemes are 
effective in protecting the coastline 
from physical processes.’ 
Do you agree.  

 

Prediction for 
2019 

Suggest how sea defences help to protect 
the coastline.  

Explain how land forms are created 
by transport and deposition. 

 

 

 

Rivers 4 mark questions 6 mark questions  

SAMS 1 
15 marks for this 
section.  

Explain the economic effects of river 
flooding on the area shown in Figure 16. 
(a photograph of the Somerset Levels 
floods) 

Using figure 16, explain the processes involved in 
the formation of the landforms shown.  
(figure 16 is a photograph of a waterfall). 

 

SAMS 2 
15 marks for this 
section 

 Suggest how flood management scheme 
shown in figure 15 helps reduce the risk 
of flooding.  

With the help of figure 14, explain how physical 
and human factors can increase the risk of 
flooding.  
 
Figure 15 is a photograph of urban flooding. 

 

SAMS 3 
15 marks for this 
section 

Feature Z labelled on Figure 13 is a 
floodplain. Explain the formation of a 
floodplain.  
Figure 13 is a photograph 

‘The causes of river flooding are 
 usually the result of human factors.’ Do you 
agree with this statement? 

 

2018 paper Explain how river meanders may change 
over time.  

‘Differences in the shape of flood hydrographs 
are caused by both human and physical factors.’ 
Do you agree? 

 



 


