
Geography Knowledge Organiser – Year 10 term 1, Urban issues and Challenges.  

Vocabulary and facts   
W1 
Urbanisation 

The proportion of the world’s 
population who live in cities.  

W4 social 
deprivation 

The extent an individual or an area 
lacks services, decent housing, 
adequate income and employment.  

W1 
Inequalities 

Differences between poverty and 
wealth, as well as wellbeing and 
access to jobs, housing, education 
etc.  

W4 
Rural-urban 
fringe 

A zone of transition between a built-
up area and the countryside, where 
there is often competition for land 
use.  

W1 
Economic 
opportunities 

Chances for people to improve 
their standard of living through 
employment.  

W4 
 
Dereliction 

Abandoned buildings and wasteland.  

W2 informal 
economy 

Employment outside the official 
knowledge of the government.  

W5 
Urban 
regeneration 

Reversing the urban decline by 
modernising or redeveloping, aiming 
to improve the local economy.  

W2 Rocinha The largest favela in Rio with a 
population of over 75,000 in the 
2010 census but now likely to be 
three times higher.  

W5  
Sustainability 

Actions that meet the needs of the 
present without reducing the ability 
of future generations to meet their 
needs.  

W2  
Greenfield site 

A plot of land, often in rural or edge 
of an urban area that has not been 
built on. 

W5 
Sustainable 
energy supply 

Energy that can potentially be used 
well into the future without harming 
future generations.  

W3  
Brownfield 
site 

Land that has been used, 
abandoned, and now awaits re-use. 
Often found in urban areas.  

W5 
Sustainable 
water supply 

Meeting the present day need for 
safe, reliable and affordable water 
without reducing supply for future 
generations.  

W3  
Urban 
greening 

Process of increasing and 
preserving open space in urban 
areas, i.e. public parks and gardens 

W6 
Combined heat 
and power 
system 

A more efficient way of supplying 
energy by using the same source of 
energy to generate electricity and 
provide heat.  

W3  
Urban sprawl 

Unplanned growth of areas into the 
surrounding rural areas.  

W6  
De-
industrialisation 

The decline of a country’s traditional 
manufacturing industry due to 
exhaustion of raw materials, loss of 
markets and competition from NEE’s. 

W3 
 
Waste 
recycling.  

Process of extracting and reusing 
useful substances found in waste.   

W 6  
Green belt 

Green open space or land around 
cities on which there are strict 
planning controls to prevent urban 
development in the countryside, and 
further building development is not 
allowed.  

Exam questions 
W1 Explain the location and importance of a city in a LIC or NEE.  (6 marks) 

W2  Describe how environmental changes can improve the quality of life for people living in a UK city you have 
studied. (6 marks) 

W3 Assess the success of London’s attempts to reduce the environmental effects of waste disposal. (6 marks) 

W4 Assess the causes and consequences of social deprivation in London. (6 marks) 

W5 Describe how London is providing homes for the growing population.  (4 marks) 

W6 Explain why the Lower Lee Valley was in need of  regeneration.  (4 marks) 

 


