
Geography Knowledge Organiser – Year 9 term 6– Urban world 

Vocabulary and facts – Learn the Spellings and 
Key Terms 

 

W1  
Urbanisation 

when an increasing percentage of a 
country's population live in towns 
and cities 
 

W4 
Inequalities 

Differences between poverty and 
wealth, as well as wellbeing and 
access to jobs, housing, education et.  

W1 
Migration 
 

 
when people move from one area 
to another 

W4 
Formal economy 

The type of employment where 
people work to receive a regular 
wage, pay tax and have certain 
rights, i.e. paid holidays, sickness 
leave.  

W1  
Natural 
increase 

birth rate minus the death rate of a 
population 

W4 
Informal 
economy 

Employment outside of the official 
knowledge of the government.  

W2 
Urban 

 
A built up area like a town or city 
 

W5 
Rocinha 

The larges favela in Brazil with a 
population of  75,000 in the 2010 
census.  

W2 
Rural 

A countryside area 
 

W5  
Site and service 
scheme 

Local authorities provide land and 
services for residents to build their 
homes.  

W2  
Megacity 

an urban area with a total 
population of more than ten million 
people 
 
 

W5 
Camplexo do 
Alemao 

A group of favelas in Rio’s North 
Zone with more than 60,000 people. 
An example of ‘site and service’.  

W3  
Favela 

a squatter settlement (an area of 
often illegal, poor-quality housing, 
lacking in services like water supply, 
sewerage and electricity) in a 
Brazilian city 

W6 
Distribution 

The spread of something, for 
example, who the UK’s population is 
distributed around the country.  

W3  
 
Rio de Janeiro 

A city situated on Brazil’s Atlantic 
coast.  
 

W6 
Densely 
populated 

Closely compacted together, for 
example, lots of people living in one 
area.  

W3  
HIC 
 

Higher income country e.g. UK, 
Japan, Germany 
 

W6  
Sparsely 
populated 

Not many people living in one area.  
 

W3 
LIC 

Lower income country e.g. 
Ethiopia, Nepal, Afghanistan 
 

  
 

W4 
NEE 

Newly emerging economy, e.g. 
Brazil, India, China, Nigeria.  

  

Exam questions 
W1 Suggest why there is such a low rate of urbanisation in rich countries and why some show evidence of 
counter-urbanisation. (6 marks) 

W2 Outline two push and two pull factors. (4 marks) 

W3 Explain how migration has been responsible for the growth and racial make-up of Rio’s population. (6 marks) 

W4 Explain how the authorities in Rio have to cope with a range of social challenges. (6 marks) 

W5 ‘A city of contrasts’. Explain why this fact makes it difficult for Rio to overcome its economic challenges. (6 
marks) 

W6 Discuss how the quality of life for Rio’s population can be improved. (6 marks) 

 


