
Year 8 English Curriculum

Modern Novel Non-Fiction Writing
With a particular focus on the form of a speech, pupils
will study a range of non-fiction texts. Pupils will be
encouraged to consider how a viewpoint is presented
successfully, before being required to form their own
opinions and present them in the form of a speech.
Pupils will revise how to use a range of linguistic and
rhetorical devices to present their own opinions clearly. 

Key Vocabulary: rhetoric, speech, viewpoint,
persuasive, emotive, audience, form, purpose.

Assessment Task: produce a piece of non-fiction
writing that expresses a viewpoint.

At St George’s we aim to provide a broad, stimulating and enjoyable curriculum that engages, motivates and challenges all pupils, giving
them the knowledge, skills and understanding to grow as individuals, preparing them for the next stage in their lives.

Year 8 pupils will study a modern novel, ‘Ghost Boys’ by
Jewell Parker Rhodes. Pupils will investigate key themes,
characters and settings presented in the text. Pupils will
then analyse the techniques the writer has used to
present these ideas. Additionally, pupils will have the
opportunity to explore the context of the text and
consider their own ideas and opinions based upon it.

Key Vocabulary: plot, characters, context, chapters,
settings, techniques, analysis.

Assessment Task: respond to a question with a section
of the novel studied, focusing on a character or theme.

Non-Fiction Reading

Pupils will read and explore a range of non-fiction texts
from the 19th, 20th and 21st century. Pupils will also
explore different forms of non-fiction writing. Through
these texts, pupils will be exposed to a range of topics
and viewpoints, and they will be encouraged to form
their own opinions. Pupils will also explore writers’ use
of techniques to present ideas in non-fiction texts. 

Key Vocabulary: summary, synthesis, implied, convey,
portray.

Assessment Task: complete pieces of analytical writing
through classwork. 

Modern Play

Year 8 pupils will study ‘Blood Brothers’ by Willy Russell,
exploring key characters, themes and ideas. Pupils will
investigate how  the relationships between characters
and key events in the plot are presented by the writer.
Throughout this unit, pupils will use this text to explore
contextual factors surrounding the play and explore key
issues in relation to the text.  

Key Vocabulary: society, class, childhood, dialect,
context, foreshadowing, drama, monologue.

Assessment Task: respond to a question based on the
play about a key character or theme. 

Creative Writing

Based around a theme, pupils will create their own
written creative pieces. Pupils will explore how to apply
effective techniques in their own writing and craft
detailed, descriptive responses. Pupils will learn to
develop their vocabulary, write clearly and fluently, whilst
also developing the ability to edit and re-draft their own
work.

Key Vocabulary: clear, fluent, engaging, vocabulary;
detail, imagery.

Assessment Task: produce a narrative or descriptive
piece of writing.

Shakespeare

Year 8 pupils will study a Shakespeare play, 'Romeo and
Juliet'.  This unit will further develop pupils' confidence in
reading, understanding and analysing Shakespearean
texts. Throughout the play, pupils will analyse the
presentation of key themes, characters and settings.
There will also be the opportunity to explore ideas
through drama performance and creative work.

Key Vocabulary: context, characters, themes, purpose,
setting, development, plot, Shakespeare. 

Assessment Task: respond to a question with a section
of the play studied, focusing on a character or theme. 


