
Year 9 English Curriculum

Short Stories Non-Fiction Reading
Pupils will read and explore a range of non-fiction texts
from the 19th, 20th and 21st century. Through exploring
different forms of non-fiction writing, pupils will become
familiar with a range of text types such as articles,
speeches and essays. Pupils will also analyse the writers’
use of techniques across texts and should be able to
compare how different writers use techniques for effect. 

Key Vocabulary: perspective, summary, comparison,
implied, analysis, explanation.

Assessment Task: complete pieces of analytical writing
through classwork. 

At St George’s we aim to provide a broad, stimulating and enjoyable curriculum that engages, motivates and challenges all pupils, giving
them the knowledge, skills and understanding to grow as individuals, preparing them for the next stage in their lives.

Year 9 pupils will study a collection of short stories by
Roald Dahl. Pupils will focus on analysing the writer's use
of language and structure, constructing detailed written
responses to the text. Pupils will explore the techniques
the writer has used, in relation to the context of the text,
and practise explaining the effect of the writer's choices
on the reader.

Key Vocabulary: analysis, detail, zoom, close,
explanation, critique, effect.

Assessment Task: respond to a question based upon
one of the stories studied, focusing on a character or
theme.

GCSE Literature: Modern Drama

In Year 9, pupils will study ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J.B.
Priestley, exploring key characters, themes and ideas.
Pupils will investigate dramatic techniques and key
relationships in the text, analysing how these are used
by the writer. Pupils will also explore contextual factors
surrounding the play and will explain how the text is
used to present key issues. 

Key Vocabulary: audience, drama, context, character,
irony, staging, dialect, critique.  

Assessment Task: respond to a question based upon
the play, focused on a key character or theme. 

GCSE Literature: Shakespeare

Pupils will study 'Macbeth' by William Shakespeare in
Year 9. Pupils will explore the plot of the play and
investigate the presentation of key characters, themes
and ideas. Throughout the text, pupils will analyse
Shakespeare's use of techniques and the effect these
may have on an audience. Pupils will also consider the
purpose of the text and the writer's intentions. 

Key Vocabulary: drama, context, plot, act, scene,
structure, theme, audience, era.

Assessment Task: respond to a question and an
extract from the play, about a key character or theme. 

Creative Writing

Focusing on the description of a setting, pupils will
create their own written creative pieces. Pupils will
develop their ability to use effective language techniques
in their own writing and consider how to structure their
writing effectively. Pupils will practise writing clearly and
fluently, with accurate spelling, punctuation and
grammar.

Key Vocabulary: setting, ambitious, clear, descriptive,
structured, vocabulary, detail, imagery.

Assessment Task: produce a narrative or descriptive
piece of writing.

GCSE Literature: Unseen Poetry

To begin their studies towards the English Literature
GCSE, Year 9 pupils will study a range of poetry in an
'unseen' format. Pupils will develop their understanding
of a range of poetic features and techniques used by
writers. Considering key ideas and feelings expressed by
the poet, pupils will analyse the poetic techniques used
and their effect on the reader.

Key Vocabulary: subject, speaker, stanza, verse, rhyme,
poetic, technique.

Assessment Task: respond to a question about a
poem which has not been previously studied, then
compare techniques between two unseen poems. 


