
Geography Knowledge Organiser – Year 9 Term 2 – Natural Hazards 

Vocabulary – Learn the Spellings and Key Terms  
W1 Natural 
Hazard 

A natural event that has had a huge 
social impact.  

W4 Tropical 
storm 

Hurricane, cyclone, typhoon. An area 
of low pressure with winds moving in 
a spiral around a calm central point 
called the eye of the storm.   

W1 
Social Impact 

The effect of an event on the lives 
of people or a community.  

W4 atmospheric 
circulation 

A number of circular air movements 
called cells that join together to form 
the overall circulation of the Earth’s 
atmosphere.  

W1  
Hazard Risk 

The chance or probability of being 
affected by a natural event.  

W4 
Eye Wall 

A high bank of cloud either side of 
the eye where wind speeds are high 
and heavy rain falls.  

W2 
Constructive 
margin 

Two plates moving apart  W5 
Secondary 
Effects  

The after effects that occur as an 
indirect effect of the eruption on a 
longer timescale.  

W2 
Destructive 
margin 

Where two plates are moving 
towards each other.  

W5 
Typhoon Haiyan 

A category 5 storm on the Saffir-
Simpson Scale- that hit the 
Philippines in November 2013. 

W2 
Conservative 
margin 

Where two plates are sliding 
alongside each other.   

W5 
Primary Effects 

After effects that occur as indirect 
impacts of a natural event. 

W3 Prediction Using scientific equipment to 
detect warning signs of events such 
as a volcanic eruption.  

W6 Extreme 
weather 

When a weather event is significantly 
different from the average or usual 
weather pattern, and is especially 
sever or unseasonal. 

W3 Protection Using historical evidence and 
monitoring, scientists can make 
predictions about when and where 
a tectonic hazard may happen.  

W6 Immediate 
responses 

How people react as the disaster 
happens and in the immediate 
aftermath.  

W3 Planning Identifying and avoiding places 
most at risk.  

W6 long-term 
responses 

Later reactions that occur in the 
weeks, months and years after the 
events.  

Research Questions and case studies: 
W1. What are the natural hazards in Bangladesh? 

W2. Compare the earthquakes of L’Aquila, Italy in 2009 with Gorkha, Nepal in 2015 

W3. How does Iceland uses tectonic hazards to it’s advantage?   

W4. When did  Hurricane Irma happen, which countries did in strike and what was the impact? 

W.5 Where, when and what was Typhoon Haiyan?  

W6. What can you find out about the National Hurricane Centre in Miami.  

 

 


